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Current News
New Initiatives for the WSU Foundation
The Winona State University Foundation is embarking upon a collection
of fundraising efforts, all of which will create large, lasting impacts on the
University, and most importantly – its students.
Projects include the creation of an Engaged Learning Endowment for
the College of Business, renovating one of Winona’s beautiful historic
buildings into the Laird Norton Center for Art & Design, a renovation to
the WSU Stadium, building a Discovery Center for Simulated Learning at
WSU-Rochester, and the creation of the long-awaited Education Village.
Strauss Center for Sales Excellence

The College of Business Engaged Learning Endowment will provide funding
to prepare tomorrow’s leaders for what lies ahead after graduation. The goal
is to nurture student success by connecting theory to practice through real
world experiences – whether that be via internships or other experiential
opportunities provided by collaboration between WSU and external partners.
The idea for the Laird Norton Center for Art & Design emerged after a
generous gift to WSU by the Laird Norton family in 2015. The historic building
that once housed the Laird Norton company headquarters will be renovated
to create innovative spaces offering state-of-the-art technology, such as a
Makerspace and Fab Lab. It will also offer first-class gallery space among
other features – all for WSU and the overall Winona community to take
advantage of.

Laird Norton Center for Art & Design

WSU Stadium

The 80-year-old WSU Stadium was last renovated in the 1970s and needs
significant updates to help WSU and its student-athletes remain competitive.
Upgrades to the seating and locker rooms, along with adding more
entrances and bathrooms, are just a few key projects on the list. Not only
will the renovations benefit Warrior athletes, students, fans and community
supporters, they’ll help in attracting top DII athletes and aid in overall student
recruitment. Learn more about this initiative on pages 16–17.
The planned Discovery Center for Simulated Learning at WSU-Rochester will
be committed to delivering the highest quality education for professionals
and students in graduate and undergraduate nursing, counselor education,
and sales and business by providing access to advanced experiential learning
spaces where they will learn, practice and perfect their skills in simulated “real
life” work environments.
The much-awaited Education Village, which was awarded $25 million in Phase
II funding during the 2017 legislative season, encompasses renovations to
three buildings to create integrated, flexible learning and teaching spaces
that will prepare the next generation of teachers for 21st century education.
As these endeavors take shape, the Foundation remains dedicated to the
importance of raising funds for student scholarships. With nearly 60% of WSU
students qualifying for financial assistance, scholarships help make higher
education possible for many students and provide the opportunity to take full
advantage of all these exciting things being planned at Winona State.

Education Village
4
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For more information on WSU’s fundraising initiatives, visit the WSU
Foundation website at winona.edu/foundation.

Current News
New Leadership in the Office of Admissions
The Winona State Office of Admissions
has a new face. Brian Jicinsky took over
as Director of Undergraduate Admissions
this summer and will provide leadership
in student recruitment and engagement
strategies for both the Winona and
Rochester campuses.
Jicinsky most recently served as Director of
Admissions at Miami University Regionals
in Ohio. He has a master’s degree in
Educational Leadership from Minnesota

State University, Mankato, and a bachelor’s
degree in Human Development from the
University of Wisconsin, Green Bay.
Jicinsky inherits a dynamic legacy at WSU,
taking over for long-term Admissions
Director Carl Stange ’83, ’02, who retired
this spring.
Stange spent 33 years with the University,
teaching orientation classes, training
admissions counselors and staff, and

enjoying the opportunity
to watch WSU students
and alumni achieve
success. During his
final year at WSU, he
Brian Jicinsky
was also nominated by
President Scott Olson for the Professional
Excellence in Service Award, presented
each year by the Minnesota State Board of
Trustees. Stange’s retirement plans include
working with senior adults, and continuing
the WSU mission of improving our world.

New Programs Respond to Rochester’s Needs
As WSU–Rochester celebrates 100 years
of service in southeastern Minnesota, the
campus is also celebrating the launch of
new academic programming designed to
better meet the needs of today’s dynamic
students and the needs of the surrounding
community.
The newly revised hybrid undergraduate
nursing program caters to working adults
by creating a more convenient schedule
for registered nurses to attain a bachelor’s
degree (RN-BS).
Dr. Jane Foote, chairperson of the
Department of Nursing, believes the
redesigned curriculum prepares students
to meet society’s healthcare needs, while
also meeting students’ needs for both
experiential learning and convenience.

“The hybrid delivery method has been
successfully implemented in the graduate
nursing programs for some time, and
well received. The ability for students and
faculty to come together just four times in
a semester gives support to adult learners
who benefit from relationship-based
learning but also want flexibility in their
education” said Foote.
New programming at the graduate level
reflects WSU-R’s ongoing commitment
to mental health needs in the Rochester
community. Dr. Diane Forsyth ’72 led
the curriculum planning process, which
initially is intended to dually certify
primary care nurse practitioners (NPs) who
reported feeling limited in the care that
they can administer due to the fact that
many patients also suffer from psychiatric
problems like depression or anxiety.

“The program is planned initially as a
post-graduate certificate program,” said
Forsyth, who serves as Coordinator of the
new Psychiatric-mental Health Graduate
Education Program at WSU-R. “This means
that current primary care NP providers
return for a 15-month program to gain
needed psychiatric-mental health skills to
‘add onto’ their current NP background.”

To learn more about the programming
offered at WSU-R and its partnerships
throughout the Rochester community,
read “Celebrating 100 Years in
Rochester” on pages 18–19.

Reitan Named Director of Alumni Relations

Mark Reitan joined
WSU in January 2017
as the new Director of
Alumni Relations, where
he oversees the design,
Mark Reitan
leadership, development
and implementation of the alumni and
annual fund programs at the University.
Reitan comes to WSU with experience as

a major gift officer at the Rose-Hulman
Institute of Technology, executive director
of the alumni association for the Master of
Healthcare Administration program at the
University of Minnesota, vice president
of strategic planning and marketing for
the Mississippi Baptist Health System,
and regional vice president of business
and market development for Aurora

Health Care. He received his bachelor’s
degree in economics from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison, a master’s degree
in healthcare administration from the
University of Minnesota, and a Master of
Arts degree from the Humphrey Institute
of Public Administration. He and his wife,
Kirsten, have three sons: David (26), Erik
(24) and Hans (21).
WSU Currents • Fall 2017
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Current News
Turning Ideas into Reality
Winona State University’s first ever WarriorsINNOVATE Challenge
wrapped up this spring, with two student teams selected to split
the $10,000 grand prize.
The competition kicked off in fall 2016 with a campus-wide call for
students with innovative, entrepreneurial ideas. Over the course
of the academic year, the student teams were connected with
tools, resources and mentors to bring their ideas to life.
Four teams entered into the final round of the competition to
present business proposals before a panel of WSU alumni industry
experts, including Bob Strauss ‘76, Kris Blanchard ‘92, John
Killen, Deb Peters, and Tim Penny ‘74.
In the end, $5,000 each was awarded to Treedome Productions,
an artist-run organization based in Winona, and Children of
Incarcerated Parents, a nonprofit summer program in St. Paul.
Treedome Productions is run by Nathaniel Nelson ‘17, Ben
Strand ‘17, Tyler Steinley ‘18, Michael Pelley ’17 and Ryan
Amble ‘19. Treedome seeks to offer a new approach toward
the services offered by a traditional record label, working with
artists, musicians, writers, photographers, graphic designers and
filmmakers who seek to contribute to and enhance the arts and
entertainment scene in the Midwest. The business will operate
from a recording studio located in downtown Winona, amidst a
growing music and art scene.
Children of Incarcerated Parents is a nonprofit summer program
in St. Paul that seeks to support the children of incarcerated
parents and help reduce their own rates of incarceration. The
program, presented by Bethany Bobzin ‘17 and Celeste Nitti
’17, will partner with local schools and law enforcement to
identify students who could benefit. Students will be assigned to
work with a mentor on curriculum, open discussion, small group

discussion, social
skill instruction
and transition
planning (college,
job, military, etc).
The teams from Treedome Productions and Children of
Incarcerated Parents have also been invited to participate this fall
in the third annual Entrepreneurial Bridge conference hosted by
the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF) in Austin,
Minn. The event will allow the students to increase their business
knowledge and pitch their ideas to high-profile business leaders
from around the region.
“Our inaugural year of the WarriorsINNOVATE Challenge was
a great start,” said Dr. Ron Dempsey, WSU Vice President for
University Advancement and Executive Director of the WSU
Foundation. “We had motivated students, impactful ideas, and
engaged mentors all along the way, and our team of judges
shared amazing insights and opportunities with our finalists. We
have a strong foundation to build on headed into year two of the
challenge.”
The WarriorsINNOVATE Challenge is an initiative of the WSU
Foundation, established in 1963 to foster and support the
advancement of Winona State University. The challenge is
intended to provide an opportunity for students to develop the
knowledge and skills needed to put innovative, entrepreneurial
ideas into action and create value in the world.
The second annual WarriorsINNOVATE Challenge will kick off
Sept. 29.
For more information, contact Jennifer Hoffman at
jhoffman@winona.edu.

Geoscience Professor Awarded NASA Grant
Winona State planetary geologist and
geoscience professor Dr. Jennifer
Anderson has dedicated much of her
research career to studying the physics
of impact crater formation. Last year,
after applying for a grant from NASA
four times previously, she was delivered
the news that her application had been
awarded a grant for almost $500,000.
With this funding, Anderson will be
able to study impact craters with more
realistic surfaces, such as those with
slopes or buried layers – which she will
6

accomplish by utilizing image processing,
data analysis, and interpretation to
compare these new surfaces with existing
knowledge. She will be working with Jeff
Plescia, Ph.D., of Johns Hopkins University
Applied Physics Laboratory, and Mark
Cintala, Ph.D., of NASA’s Johnson Space
Center. The grant will also provide for
support salaries and travel money for
several WSU students to work with her on
creating the craters at NASA’s Johnson
Space Center. “I am very excited that
this grant gives me the ability to offer
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so many students this
incredible opportunity
as undergraduates,”
Anderson said. “It will
help them in a number of
ways as they move toward
Jennifer
Anderson
their professional goals.”
She adds that this accomplishment will
not only allow her another opportunity to
do the research she is passionate about,
but “share my love of science and the
natural world with our students and the
general public here in Winona.”

Athletic News
WSU Baseball Signs 14-Year Old from Lake City
At an official Draft Day press conference held
on February 23rd, Hunter signed his National
Letter of Intent in front of over 150 spectators and
several media outlets. The team presented him
with his own personalized jersey as well as his own
locker complete with team nameplate.
“I am very excited about joining the team,” said
Krusmark moments after signing his NLI. “I have
really enjoyed getting to know the players and
spending time playing ball with them.”
The team’s head coach, Kyle Poock ‘83, ‘97,
said that Krusmark is able to join in the team’s
practices, playing catch, throwing and even
participating in batting practices. He also has the
opportunity to attend home and away games,
riding the bus with the team and sitting in the
dugout. Nine players from the team were elected
to play a leadership role in scheduling visits,
practices, and game times with Krusmark’s family.

Baseball coach, Kyle Poock, and Hunter Krusmark

The Winona State Baseball Team signed a new player this past
spring: 14-year-old Hunter Krusmark, from Lake City, Minn.
Krusmark, who was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma in 2014,
became connected to the team through Team IMPACT, a nonprofit based out of Boston, Mass., whose mission is to improve
the quality of life for children facing life threatening and chronic
illnesses through the power of team. As an official member of the
WSU Baseball Team, Krusmark will attend practices, games, and
events.

“The Warrior family gained a special addition with the signing of
Hunter,” said Associate Athletic Director Myranda Nash. “Team
IMPACT is such a special organization that we are thrilled to
partner with ... and we are happy to invite Hunter into our baseball
program.”
Since its inception in 2011, Team IMPACT has matched more than
1,100 children to over 450 colleges and universities throughout
the country. The child gains strength, camaraderie and support,
and the student-athletes are taught lessons about courage,
resiliency, and life perspective that they can’t learn in a classroom.

Warrior Athletes Give Back to the Community
Community service and engagement is a
way of life for WSU student-athletes, and
over the course of the 2016-17 academic
year, they demonstrated that core value
time and time again.
Each student-athlete is required to
complete four hours of community
engagement over the course of the year,
but most go above and beyond that
requirement. This year, WSU began using
the app “Helper Helper,” which studentathletes use to track and coordinate hours
of community engagement.
By the end of the year, 98% of student-

athletes had signed up to use the Helper
Helper app and collectively logged over
3,300 hours of community engagement
– averaging 10.1 hours per student. The
women’s golf team accumulated the
highest number of volunteer hours per
team member, with an average of 46.38
hours. Courtney Bergum ’20 (Women’s
Golf) and Nick Pridgeon ’18 (Football)
were the recipients of the Hometown
Hero awards, which go to the male and
female student-athlete with the most
volunteer hours logged for the year.
As a result of their efforts, Winona
State was honored with two awards

for community engagement. They
received 3rd place in the NCAA Award
of Excellence for “Step Out of Stigma
Week,” during which student-athletes
provided resources and encouragement
for community members dealing with
mental illness. The annual accolade
recognizes positive campus and
community engagement events.
They also finished 4th in a threemonth community service competition
throughout NCAA Division II, which was
launched to encourage service outreach
and give a platform for student-athletes
to give back to their communities.
WSU Currents • Fall 2017
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Athletic News

McCown Renovation
Check out the newly renovated McCown Gymnasium!
New bleachers surround three sides of the basketball
and volleyball court, with one side featuring seatback
chairs that will allow fans with reserved tickets the
chance to enjoy their own personal seat. These new
additions help enhance the gameday experience —
for both student-athletes and Warrior fans!

New seating chart for the 2017-18 season and
beyond. The A section will be reserved seating
with chair-backs. Sections B and C will be general
admission bench style seats.

Preparing for the Future
Being a student-athlete at Winona State is
about more than game day and practice,
about more than scoring points and
setting records. Warrior student-athletes
are leaders in the WSU community, and
they work actively to hone their skills in
preparation for leadership roles after
graduation.
This past spring, five student-athletes
took the opportunity to attend events
to broaden their knowledge about
leadership, life skills and life after college.
Nick Pridgeon ’18, Katie Schlegel ’19
and Lauren Kudronowicz ’18 participated
in the 2017 NSIC SAAC Summit, while
Erin Bramble ’18 and Hannah Lewis ’18
attended the eighth annual NCAA Career
in Sports Forum.
For Pridgeon, a member of the WSU
football team, the NSIC SAAC Summit was
an opportunity to strengthen leadership
8

skills and share knowledge with peers.
Over 60 representatives from NSIC
institutions participated in activities to
build camaraderie between NSIC SAAC
leadership, enhance communication skills
and learn more about preparing for life
after college. The event included financial
planning, a leadership forum, a community
engagement event, a mock NCAA
selection session and more.
“I enjoyed the community engagement
event and learning about how leaders all
have different abilities and characteristics,”
Pridgeon said. “I was able to improve my
leadership style and learn from several
other student-athletes.”
Bramble, a member of the WSU track
& field team, looks forward to applying
the knowledge she learned at the NCAA
Career in Sports Forum.
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The forum focused on best practices
for getting a job in the sports industry
as well as what to expect working in
athletics. More the 230 student-athletes
representing 73 conferences attended and
heard from various keynote speakers and
panelists. The student-athletes also had
the opportunity to network with coaches
and administrators from all divisions in the
NCAA.
“We got to hear from a wide variety of
people and it opened my eyes to the
vast possibilities available in the athletic
industry,” Bramble said. “I also enjoyed
being able to do the DiSC assessment.
Seeing how different personalities
work with other personalities is not just
something I can use immediately, but it
would be great to use when building a
good team dynamic. This opportunity will
help me become a better leader.”

Alumni Spotlight: Caitlin Puckett ‘09

Improv
in the City

Caitlin Puckett, a 2009 theatre arts alumna, grew up in Weston,
Wis., with a passion for performing. “I loved to do children’s
theatre when I was younger. I think my first performance was
playing the title role in ‘The Little Gingerbread Man’ in preschool.
My parents have told me I was very bossy and was telling the rest
of the preschoolers what they had to do during the play.”
That determination paid off - Puckett is now performing improv
with the Upright Citizens Brigade in Brooklyn, N.Y.
While a student at WSU, she was part of a short form improv
team that her good friend, Brian Rice, started on campus.
They performed games often seen on “Whose Line is it
Anyway?” She always thought of it as a lot of fun, but didn’t
necessarily imagine she’d continue with it after college
– her career aspiration while in school was to become a
theatre education teacher.
But after graduating, her sister convinced her to move to
New York City with her and try it out for a year. Puckett
expected to hate it but fell in love instead. Then she heard about the
Upright Citizen’s Brigade Theatre and started taking classes with them in 2010. By 2013, she
was coaching others in performing improv.

Submitted photo. Used with permission.

In 2015, she was cast in the Upright Citizen’s Brigade’s touring company – UCB TourCo – and this year was placed on one
of their Harold Teams – Ice Cold Bev. Harold Teams are NYC’s top improv ensembles that perform long-form shows on
Tuesday nights. Puckett remembers going to watch Harold Night when she was taking classes at UCB and imagining what
it would be like to perform at that level and on that stage. She says it feels incredible to have worked hard enough to get
there.
Puckett states that she loves “the freedom and control I have doing improv. When I was performing in plays, most of them
seemed to be short of interesting female roles. If I was playing a part and didn’t like what my character said or did in a
scene, I was powerless to change it.”
She also loves that being a part of the UCB TourCo brings her back to the Midwest. Earlier this year, the group was
booked to do two shows in her home state of Wisconsin. There ended up being a newspaper article about her in her
hometown paper as well as the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. She said it all felt “very surreal and lovely to return home after
spending years in New York and realizing just how far I’ve come as a performer.”
In the future, she says that she would love to come back and perform at WSU with the UCB TourCo. She would also love to
write a full sketch show and do some acting on television.

WSU Currents • Fall 2017
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BRINGING

Smiles

to

CHILDREN

AROUND THE WORLD

I

magine witnessing the moment a parent sees their child
for the first time after a life-changing surgery. They hold their
child in their arms and look at the beautiful new smile made
possible by surgeons who corrected a cleft lip or palate. A
newfound sense of hope fills their heart.

As a public health major and nutrition minor while at Winona
State, Ehrlich always dreamed of working for the CDC. She
knew that it would take her a while to achieve that goal, so she
has since worked to forge a path in her career to some day
make that dream a reality.

That experience is one that Joanna Ehrlich ’13 is fortunate
enough to witness on a regular basis through her work with
Operation Smile. As an international program coordinator with
the organization, she takes surgical missions from concept to
execution – planning the details, working with local partners
and other entities, coordinating logistics, and being the pointperson on the ground to ensure everything is running safely
and smoothly. But to be a part of that emotional moment when
a parent sees their child for the first time post-surgery “is one
of the most incredible experiences during a mission,” she says.

After graduation, Ehrlich first worked as an intern for a
corporate wellness company – but she says that it didn’t take
her long to discover that her heart lies in the nonprofit sector.
After her internship, she was offered an opportunity to run
a program at the YMCA aimed at preventing the onset of
diabetes, and later, worked for a well-known nonprofit working
with underserved youth in some of the toughest Minneapolis
communities to improve health outcomes.

One of her favorite stories is about a six-month-old little girl in
Paraguay named Geraldine. Her family had traveled from the
furthest Western region of the Paraguayan Chaco, where their
tribe lives, to reach the mission location. They arrived scared
and pleading for help for Geraldine. Operation Smile was able
to repair her cleft lip and a few months later, repaired her cleft
palate during another mission. The second time around, her
family was not scared, but filled with hope for what Operation
Smile would be able to do for Geraldine. Their tribe no longer
shunned them, but instead were united and hopeful over the
situation. Before leaving the mission, Geraldine’s grandfather
told them that they were “really sad before the surgery, and
now, every day we have a reason to smile.”

10
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She says that she loved the work that she was doing, but
wanted to venture into the realm of global health to gain
valuable experiences that would help shape her future. In July
2015, she started working for Operation Smile. “Right from
the start, I knew that these were going to be some of the most
incredible years of my life – filled with experiences I will never
forget,” she says. “This role has challenged me in every way
possible and put my education and skills to work in a very
unique way.”
She says that this job has given her the opportunity to do
something extremely rewarding with her degree while traveling
the world. She has conducted missions in China, Bolivia,
Mexico, Vietnam, Paraguay, and Brazil. Most recently she was
working in the Philippines on a longer-term assignment as
Operation Smile is celebrating its 35th anniversary there – where
they held their first mission in 1982.

She says that the organization is based around a simple
concept, frequently shared by the co-founder and CEO Dr. Bill
Magee, that “love is making somebody else’s problem your
problem.” Ehrlich says that in her travels, she has met some
of the most incredible families and volunteers who constantly
restore her faith in humanity. But at the heart of what Operation
Smile does, and Ehrlich’s favorite part about the job, are the
patients. “They are beautifully spirited and resilient, despite
some of the hardships that they face in their communities,” she
says. “They make this job so easy to love.”

services or education, and therefore he had never learned sign
language or spoken a word in his life. Ehrlich had taken some
sign language classes when she was young, and worked with
him (through the help of an interpreter) the entire week leading
up to his surgery to teach him some basic sign language.
After his surgery, a small team from Operation Smile was at his
bedside as he woke up from the anesthesia. He looked around
with a huge smile on his face, and then signed “thank you.”
Ehrlich says that it was at that moment that she knew Operation
Smile had made a profound impact on that child’s life.

Another of her most rewarding experiences was while on a
mission in Vietnam when a 13-year-old boy came with his
two sisters. He had an unprepared cleft palate, and was also
completely deaf. His family had very little access to health

She credits her WSU education with helping to shape her into
the public health professional she is today. “The HERS faculty
did a tremendous job in taking our experiences beyond the
classroom, which developed crucial public health skills that
set us apart from other graduates,” Ehrlich says. “Many of our
public health courses were intentionally structured to get us
thinking critically beyond our bubble, significantly contributing
to what we could take away from each class. I truly believe that
without this exposure, I wouldn’t be where I am today.”
She says that she still dreams of working for the CDC some
day, but for now is completely content with where she’s at.
“We work extremely hard at Operation Smile to bring smiles to
thousands of children around the world each year,” she says,
“but the truth is that they give us so much more in return.”
Joanna Ehrlich ’13 on various Operation Smile missions
around the world.
— Submitted photos. Used with permission.
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REVOLUTIONIZING

MAINSTREET
Amanda Brinkman ’00, left, on the set of
“Small Business Revolution – Main Street”

IN

2014, Amanda Brinkman ’00, Chief Brand and
Communications Officer for Deluxe, was on a mission to get to
know her customer base. Charged with finding a breakthrough
solution to change brand perceptions about the company
– from a top check producer to a growth engine for small
businesses and financial institutions – she hit the road to hear
directly from small business owners.
Hearing their stories, their pain points, their purchase
decisions, the foundation for “Small Business Revolution” was
laid. It started as a documentary series, which told the stories
of 100 small businesses across the nation and culminated in a
long-form documentary, which focused on the importance of
small businesses to communities, to the country, and to the
economy.
As the project progressed, it became evident that nowhere are
small businesses struggling more than in small towns. From
that point on, they took their idea to the next level – ultimately
evolving into a new show – “Small Business Revolution – Main
Street” – with the idea that they could revitalize small towns’
main streets and communities through their small businesses.
12
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It was during the initial documentary phase that they
approached Robert Herjavec (one of North America’s most
recognizable business leaders and star of “Shark Tank”) to
become involved in the project. They hoped to include him
as one of the experts in the long-form documentary, and he
was intrigued that a brand was doing something so selfless
and good for the small business community. Brinkman says
that “he wanted to be more involved, so he started to join
me on media tours. When the idea for our movement and
documentary series evolved into an actual show, he was all in.”
She continues, saying that “Robert is intrigued by the Small
Business Revolution because it celebrates the entrepreneurial
spirit – and many of these entrepreneurs have the same drive
and dedication that helped him get to where he is today.”
In launching season 1 of the show (available on Hulu and
SmallBusinessRevolution.org), Deluxe received nearly 10,000
nominations for towns across all 50 states. That list was
narrowed down to the two finalists, with the public casting
more than 180,000 votes. The winner was Wabash, Ind., where
the company infused $500,000 into revitalizing its main street.
“The response we’ve received from season 1 has been
incredible,” Brinkman says. “Inc. Magazine named the series
one of the ‘9 Top Shows Entrepreneurs Should Watch in 2017’
and it has become the #1 lifestyle show on Hulu!” Viewers are
hooked too – Harry from Harry’s Old Kettle Pub & Grill (episode
2) received an email from a man in New York who was so
inspired by his episode that he now wants to follow his dream
and open a restaurant.
But above it all, it was the people of Wabash that had the
largest impact on Brinkman herself. “Witnessing firsthand how

the community and its small businesses came together to
improve their community – they embraced the process and
our advice even when it was difficult to hear. The dedication,
resiliency, and passion they have for their town is truly
amazing.”
This fall, Small Business Revolution will air a “Back to Wabash”
episode highlighting the impact the show has had on the
businesses and town. Providing a sneak peak, Brinkman
shared that Lisa Ellen Downs, the owner of Ellen’s Bridal &
Dress (episode 3), gave herself a paycheck for the very first
time this past January. After only selling one dress in January
2016, she set a goal to sell five in January 2017 – a goal she
achieved just seven days into the month. Her January sales
had more than tripled by month’s end compared to last year.
In addition to the “Back to Wabash” episode, filming
for season 2 is also underway. The upcoming season will
feature Bristol Borough, Pa., a small town halfway between
Philadelphia and New York City. Founded in 1681, it’s a selfdescribed “gritty” town, which Brinkman says benefits “from
an East Coast resiliency but is home to incredibly caring
residents and leaders with an energy that’s pushing the town
into the future.”
She and her team have spent the last few months in Bristol
Borough working with small business owners who can benefit
from the marketing services Deluxe has to offer. As in season
1, season 2 will feature six small businesses from a mix of
industries. The team also works closely with town leaders to
determine which projects will benefit their main street district
and how they can help attract tourists to the community.
As they learned from the results of season 1, the entire

— Submitted
photos. Used with
permission.

community can benefit greatly from the revitalization project,
well beyond the businesses that are specifically featured on
the series.
Through the experience and success of the show, Brinkman
says her main takeaway is that she learned “how passionate
small business owners and community members are in small
towns, and how resilient they are. Despite the challenges
they face, they have found ways to work together and create
something greater than if they acted alone. It takes hard work
and dedicated people, but small businesses can still thrive in
small towns.”
Season 2 of “Small Business Revolution – Main Street” will
debut in fall 2017 and be available for streaming on Hulu and
SmallBusinessRevolution.org. Until then, news and updates
can be found on the website, and on the show’s Twitter,
Facebook, and Instagram pages. You can also follow Brinkman
herself on Twitter at @AKBrinkman and @amandakbrinkman
on Facebook and Instagram.

WSU Currents • Fall 2017

13

Stacking
Nathaniel Antwi ’20
and Chad Grabau
— Photos by
Brian Waldbillig ’18

the

ODDS for SUCCESS
T
he transition from high school to college is
daunting at best. But for an underrepresented,
underserved, or diverse student, that transition
can go from daunting to doubtful.

The number of students of color enrolled at WSU
nearly doubled during the last decade, increasing
from 5.7% of the total student body in fall 2006 to
10.5% in fall 2016. This percentage will continue
to rise, but the one-year retention rate of African
American, Latino American, Asian American,
and Native American students at WSU stands at
about 68% (versus 78% for Caucasian students).
In fact, traditionally underserved students at WSU
are 10% more likely to drop out within their first
year and 15% more likely not to graduate within
four years compared to the university’s Caucasian
students.
A program formed in partnership between the
offices of Inclusion & Diversity and Student Life
& Development aims to make that transition for
such students easier to maneuver – and in turn,
increase the likelihood of graduating. For the
last five years, the Success Coach Program has
paired faculty and staff on campus with historically
underrepresented or underserved students,
especially within historically marginalized student
groups. With research showing a positive
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correlation between students who have a faculty/
staff mentor and academic achievement, the
goal of the Success Coach Program is to provide
a support system for these students, help them
integrate themselves on campus during their first
year at WSU, and show them that they can do well
here.
During academic year 2016–17, approximately
20 faculty and staff mentors were paired with
upwards of 40 freshmen who signed up for the
program. To be eligible, students must meet one
of three criteria:
1. have a GPA of lower than 3.0,
2. have an ACT score of lower than 21,
3. or be designated as first-generation or
low-income.
Nathaniel Antwi ’20, from Champlin, Minn.,
came to Winona State specifically for his major
– Composite Materials Engineering. While he
admits that he initially signed up for the program
because of the monetary stipend, over the course
of the year it became more about what he was
getting out of it rather than the money.
He met with his mentor, Chad Grabau – an
assistant professor in physical education and sport
science, at least once a week. “We went over

my grades, where I want to be and where I should be,” Antwi
said. “We talked about my plan for the week, like how I was
going to organize my schedule.” He admits that he struggles
with organization on his own, so the support he received from
Grabau on that front helped him succeed in his first year.
Composite Materials Engineering is a highly rigorous and
competitive program, but after his first semester, Antwi’s GPA
was 3.2. He is also looking forward to a planned job shadow
opportunity at Wilson Sporting Goods in Chicago, Ill., where
he would love to work someday.
Over the course of its five-year history, the Success Coach
Program has served over 150 students with remarkable results.
Take last year’s freshman cohort – after the end of the fall 2016
semester, 81% of students who actively participated in the
program came back in the spring. Results from the previous
year were similar at 86%. The retention rate, academic standing
and completion rates are all higher among those students who
meet regularly with their coaches, making the impact of the
program truly evident.
It was also Grabau’s first year in the program, getting
involved due to his interest in helping first-year students.
It’s his belief that it’s hard to be successful in school if things
aren’t going well in your personal life, so he routinely asked
Antwi how he was doing on a personal level. But along with
that came the balance of still being able to set and enforce
expectations while maintaining the personal relationship.
So while he wanted Antwi to know that he could talk to him
about anything, he simultaneously set expectations in terms
of proactively meeting with his academic advisor, seeking out
tutoring assistance, being comfortable approaching faculty and
staff to ask questions, and networking. He also emphasized the
importance of Antwi having a social life and setting aside time
with his friends.
Often times, there is a perceived authoritative barrier where
students feel like they can’t talk to, or they don’t know how to
talk to, faculty, staff or administration on campus. The WSU
Success Coach Program is a great way to break that barrier.

Part of the difficulty for diverse students is that WSU is a
predominantly white institution - they don’t see a lot of other
students and faculty that look like them. This program creates
opportunities for students to see that there are people here to
help and support them, which helps show them that they can
do well.
Antwi said that having someone to talk to on both a mentor
and personal level made him feel more comfortable on
campus.
Coaches also have a support system through the program.
The Office of Inclusion & Diversity holds monthly professional
workshops geared toward working with students of color,
where speakers are brought to campus to discuss specific
topics. The workshops help attendees understand how to
make sure they are having good, honest dialogue with their
students and that they have the ability to cross-culturally
mentor them. An added benefit of the workshops is simply
getting the coaches together in the same room to connect with
one another. Through those connections, they create more
touchpoints throughout campus, which ultimately allows them
to better direct their students to the correct resources.
Additionally, coaches are told from the outset that they are not
meant to take on the role of an academic advisor or counselor
– as there are separate services for those needs. Instead, they
are meant to guide students, help them navigate resources on
campus, and provide support in order to help them create their
own goals. There are no set expectations for the coaches, but
those who are a part of the program are dedicated to working
with their students, and are encouraged to figure out what
setup works for each of their individual student relationships.
“I think this program is exceptional in that it identifies the need
to make sure that we’re doing the extra things, the little things
to ensure student success,” Grabau said. “But it takes two, and
it takes the commitment that Nathaniel had from day one. So
he is the reason this has been a really great experience.”
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investing in our
W

CHAMPIONS

By Abigail Peschges ‘14

inona State University student-athletes
are among the best in the nation, both in and out
of the classroom.
Their commitment and dedication to living the
mission of Winona State is inspiring, which is why
the WSU Foundation has launched a new initiative
to invest in student-athletes and give them access
to all the opportunities they need to succeed.
Winona State is widely known to have stateof-the-art facilities like the Integrated Wellness
Complex, offering first-class amenities that
provide students with a rich campus experience
and give the University a competitive edge
when recruiting new students. However, this
isn’t consistent across all WSU facilities, and
when current and prospective WSU students
make a visit to the WSU stadium, all they see is a
crumbling foundation, drafty locker rooms, and
an outdated facility ill-suited to meet the needs of
today’s student-athletes.
Renovation of the current Altra Federal Credit
Union Stadium is a necessary project for student
16
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success, according to Winona State President
Scott Olson. The facility was last renovated in the
1970s and struggles to support today’s campus
community—from the student-athletes who
depend on the field to help them develop and
perform safely to the WSU students, parents and
other fans who are proud members of the Warrior
Nation and want to share in the experience.
“This is a project I can very enthusiastically get
behind,” Olson said. “On campus I look at what
pieces are missing and where do we really need
to add some facilities. This is one of the critical
pieces that students come to expect, and we
know it will help students be more successful.”
Lauden Wood ’17, former captain and member
of the Warriors football team from 2012–16,
agreed that an investment in WSU’s stadium is an
investment in student success, noting that athletic
performance often hinges as much on the mental
as the physical, and “home court advantage” can
help bolster an athlete’s performance. The energy
of the crowd can go a long way after a couple of

rough plays, and an enthusiastic crowd can help
cheer the Warriors on to a win on game day.
“I think it is going to impact our football players
mentally more than anything - the renovation
itself,” said Wood. “That’s because our coaches, the
alumni, donors, and our community are all backing
this huge project in order for us to have a field to
play on.”
Since the stadium was built in the 1930s, Winona
State has grown from a few hundred students to
over 8,000. In terms of capacity, the 80-year-old
facility ranks third to last in its conference. It’s
difficult for fans to find a spot in the student section
or general seating when there are 4,500 fans and
only 3,000 seats.

accessible areas, that everybody has a chance to
get close to the action, to feel that action and to
also be part of the activity that is going on.”
Upgrades to WSU’s stadium will stand to benefit
everyone from students in intramural and club
sports to community members, local high school
students, and other outside groups that can
make use of the increased capacity and amenities
available in the renovated stadium.
The Warrior Athletics program has developed a
proud legacy that many want to be a part of, but
unfortunately, the drawbacks of having an outdated
stadium often overshadow the opportunities and
successes of the University and its students and
athletic teams.

“We run out of seats, and people stop coming,”
Eric Schoh, WSU Athletic Director, said.
“Sometimes it’s just easier to watch the game at
home than it is to come out to the stadium.”

According to Mikaella Sabinash ’18, a senior
soccer player, a high-quality facility indicates a
university community willing to invest in the success
of its students.

With the planned renovations, there will be up to
7,000 seats available, allowing for an enjoyable
experience for all ages and abilities. “With more
available seating, I think that will change, and that
will also contribute to that game environment,”
Schoh finished.

“I think the renovation will help us recruit future
soccer players for Winona State’s program by
helping us compete with other schools and
universities’ with their facilities,” Sabinash said. “I
think a huge factor in recruiting and choosing a
place to play soccer comes down to the quality of
facilities.”

In addition to increased seating capacity, the
proposed stadium renovation will feature easily
accessible Warrior Wear shops, concessions and
additional bathrooms – no more waiting in line for a
portable toilet!
Head Football Coach Tom Sawyer ’83, ’89 knows
just how important it is for everyone to have a good
experience. He said, “When every person that
comes in [to the new stadium], whether they’re a
young child, an elderly person, or even in handicap

Pave the Way
Winona State alumni, fans, and friends have the
opportunity to own a part of the WSU stadium! Stadium
donors will be honored with an engraved brick in the
Warrior Walkway leading into the new stadium.
Personalize your brick and learn more at
winona.edu/foundation/stadium.asp

Former WSU Student Senate President Josh
Hanson ’16 agreed with Sabinash: “We, in terms of
DII facilities, are lacking, especially when it comes to
our football stadium right now.”
For Hanson, the potential benefits of an upgrade
to WSU’s stadium go far beyond recruiting studentathletes. A large part of deciding on a school
revolves around student life and activities and
amenities available at the university. With a top of
the line, renovated stadium, Winona State will be
able to offer a better atmosphere at sporting events
and an improved college experience overall.
“We need [to] continue having that engagement
and having students more satisfied with Winona
State, more excited about going to Winona State,
and they’re really going to feel a deeper connection
to Winona State.”
The proposed stadium is part of the larger
mission of WSU to give students the best tools,
opportunities and resources to help them succeed.
Find out more and invest in our champions at
winona.edu/foundation/stadium.asp.
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Celebrating

100 YEARS IN ROCHESTER
T

his year marks the 100th anniversary of WSURochester (WSU-R). In 1917, Winona State
established its first Rochester course offerings in
education, scheduled over summer break so area
teachers could take full advantage. A few years
later, WSU-R expanded its offerings to include
nursing, and in 1982, added courses related to
business, accounting, and psychology.
Today, WSU-R offers a wide variety of programming
for both transfer and graduate students, including
business, computer science, education, nursing,
social work, and individualized study options.
As WSU-R grew over the years, it outgrew many
homes along the way. The first education classes
were held in a one-room schoolhouse in the city;
over the course of the next century, programs
moved locations around Rochester as more space
was needed. In the 1980s, WSU-R and thenRochester Community College (now – RCTC)
formalized an agreement for students to begin
their studies at RCC and later transfer to WSU-R
to complete their bachelor’s degrees. Shortly after
that agreement was formed, all WSU-R programs
moved onto the RCC campus, where the majority
still reside.
Within the last couple of years, WSU-R began to
expand its footprint with a couple of new locations.
The STEM Village, which operates as a resource for
area teachers, opened in RCTC’s Heintz Center in
2015. And just this year, the WSU-R on Broadway
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location, which houses graduate education
programming, Adult & Continuing Education and
other services, opened in the historic Riverside
building in downtown Rochester.
This spring semester, WSU-R served 735
undergraduate students and 240 graduate
students, with room to grow. A number of new or
expanded undergraduate and graduate programs
are currently in the planning phase, with hopes to
launch them in the upcoming years.
Community is a core value of WSU-Rochester, and
the campus partners with area organizations to
incorporate a variety of immersion programs into
the curriculum across disciplines.
“Over the past century, WSU-R has connected with
the community on a daily basis,” says Dr. Jeanine
Gangeness, Associate Vice President for Academic
Affairs – Rochester. “These partnerships advance
and support our partner organizations while WSU-R
students gain authentic, service-based learning
experiences.”
Two such programs include a classroom at
Riverside Elementary School where WSU-R
students are fully immersed in the school
environment and take their classes at the school
itself; and a long-term relationship WSU-R has with
the Boys & Girls Club in Rochester, where students
have been doing research on the club’s after
school program for the last five years. By tracking
the eating and exercise habits of the children in

In 1917, WSU began offering education
classes in Rochester. From then on, WSU-R
has held a presence throughout the city.
1920: The first
nursing classes
were held at
Rochester Junior
College

1967: Nursing
classes moved to
Rochester State
Hospital

the after school program, WSU-R students now have
statistically significant findings that the children in the
program are physically healthier today than they were
five years ago.
WSU-R is dedicated to providing more opportunities
such as these, and is continually looking towards
the future of innovative experiential learning. The
Discovery Center for Simulated Learning is a new
initiative that will provide technologically advanced
spaces for students to learn, practice, and perfect
their skills in simulated “real life” work environments.
The skills they will hone, such as communication and
critical decision-making skills, are essential in preparing
students for the current and future workforce needs in
the region.
Weaved throughout all these opportunities is the fact
that WSU-R students have the benefit of being located
in the expanding city of Rochester, where opportunities
continue to emerge. With programs that mirror the
city’s strongest industries, WSU-R provides students
with truly specialized, hands-on learning experiences
through community partnerships – to a degree they
would not have elsewhere. And through such programs
and partnerships, WSU-R is an important part of the
community in and of itself.
“We have been serving our students and the Rochester
community with quality programming for the past
century,” says WSU President Scott Olson, “and we will
continue to do so for the next 100 years.”

1982: New courses
in Business,
Accounting &
Psychology
were held at the
Northrop School

1986: All programs
moved to the
Rochester
Community
College campus

2015: The STEM
Village at the
Heintz Center
opened

2017: WSU-R
on Broadway
opened in
downtown
Rochester
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Class Notes
1940’s

Albert Posz ’44 (Golden Valley, Minn.)
gave a speech to a group of senior men
in Golden Valley. At the age of 96, he has
been giving speeches for many years to a
wide variety of groups.

1960’s

Daryl Unnasch ’61 (Miami Shores, Fla.)
has concluded his school administration
career by writing a book entitled,
“Principally Drive.” Published by Archway
Publishing, a subsidiary of Simon &
Schuster, the 300-page book is available
on Amazon and Simon & Schuster. It is a
provocative account of a full and exciting
life and covers such topics as education,
travel, politics, fitness, military, history,
spirituality, philosophy, and cultural
trends.
Beverly Meyer ’65 (Columbia, Mo.)
worked in southern and northern
California prior to teaching on Philippine
Island and in Germany. Since 2004,
she has been working for the University
of Missouri at the Bookmark Café and
planned to retire May 11th.
Gail Haney-Kraning ’68 (Kihei, Hawaii)
has retired from her position with the
Hawaii Department of Education.
William Krause ’69 (Brookings, Ore.)
retired a few years ago after a long career
as a school counselor in Concrete, Wash.
He now travels 4-5 months a year, and
spends summer at his beach home on the
Southern Oregon Coast.

1970’s

Robert Martens ’70 (Tomah, Wis.)
celebrated 25 years of marriage with
wife Linda. They have five children and
11 grandchildren. He retired from the VA
Hospital in Tomah, Wis., as a physician
assistant in Internal Medicine and retired a
second time after 15 years in cardiology at
Gundersen Medical Center in La Crosse,
Wis.
Gregory Spiess ’71 (Joliet, Ill.) was
featured on the “American Pickers” show
in March 2013.
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Donald Balfanz ’71 (Farmington, Minn.)
retired in 2011 and has been working as an
usher with the Minnesota Twins since then.
Connie (Poole) Wesala ’71 (Gilbert, Ariz.)
published a third novel “We’ll Find A
Way.” It is a sequel to “The House on 4th
Street.”

Paul Sir ’77 (Edmonton,
Alberta) hosts “The
Basketball Hour” radio
show, which has been
picked up by ESPN
affiliate TSN 1260.

Steve Allbee ’72 (Dunn Loring, Va.)
earned his master’s in urban and regional
planning from Mankato State and a
master’s in public administration from
Harvard University after graduating
from Winona State. He now lives in the
Washington, D.C., area and is retired
from the United States Environmental
Protection Agency after 37 years. He and
his wife, Diane Bergey Allbee, have four
daughters and nine grandchildren.

Kathryn Burnett Martin ’79 (Staples,
Minn.) worked in the recreation field for
10 years prior to beginning her teaching
career in elementary art in Staples in 1988.
She reached her Rule of 90 on September
13, 2016 and retired after 28 years of
teaching - all in Staples.

Marilyn (Johnson) Ofstedal ’72 (New
Richmond, Wis.) is an RN for the Stillwater
Medical Group in Stillwater, Minn. She
plans to retire in December 2017.

1980’s

Darold Klindworth ’73 (Australia) is
now retired. He is currently involved with
the local woodworking club, which is
now a Men’s Shed. He has also joined
the Country Fire Authority as a volunteer
firefighter. He and Andrea live on a
small farm and enjoy travel and their
grandchildren.
Steven Lindroth ’73 (Alexandria, Va.)
left Capitol Hill in the 1980’s, earned
a master’s degree in professional
counseling, and opened four mental
health clinics in the Washington, D.C.,
area. At the end of 2016, he retired after
bringing mental health and substance
abuse treatment services to over 10,000
clients. He plans to split his time during
retirement between the U.S. and Italy,
where he is renovating a medieval home
built into the wall of a hilltop village.
Larry Ofstedal ’73 (New Richmond, Wis.)
retired in June 2016 after being in the field
of education for 43 years in one capacity
or another, and serving 20+ years in the
National Guard.
Robert Schmitt ’73 (Shakopee, Minn.)
retired in June 2008 as the Scott County
assessor. He had worked in the Scott
County Assessor’s office for almost 34
years at the time of his retirement.
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Randy Staver ’79 (Rochester, Minn.)
was re-elected this past November to
another four-year term as president of the
Rochester City Council.

Robert Bliss ’80 celebrated his 37th year
of teaching and coaching.
Mark Wallace ’80 (Sussex, N.J.) retired
after 37 years in education. He taught
IA, Tech. Ed., supervised teachers and
finished as an IT Supervisor.
Robert Stouffer ’80 (Simpsonville, S.C.)
is the new upper school principal (Grades
6-12) of Southside Christian School in
Greenville, S.C. Bob is in his 37th year as
an educator, spending 20 in public schools
and 17 in Christian schools.
Roslyn (Goree) Helberg ’82 (Lake Orion,
Mich.) teaches world history, sociology,
and psychology at Lake Orion High School
and is celebrating 20 years in the Lake
Orion School District.
Krista Carson-Elhai ’83 (Claremont,
Calif.) will be serving a two-year term as
the president of the California Educational
Theatre Association (CETA). She has also
been re-elected to a three-year term
on the Educational Theatre Association
(EdTA) national governing board.

Class Notes
Kyle Poock ’83, ’97
(Winona, Minn.) is the
WSU baseball coach. He
picked up his 400th
career win in spring 2017.

Siobhan (Fusillo)
Bremer ’85 (Winona,
Minn.) performed in Jack
and the Beanstalk at the
Old Log Theatre in
Excelsior, Minn., this
summer.
Rhonda (Wolfe) Puetz ’85 (Winona,
Minn.) was featured in a Plastic News
article in July 2016, speaking to her role in
helping get her employer, PlastiComp Inc.,
off the ground.
Brent Gaustad ’86 (Brooksville, Fla.) is
the current principal at DS Parrott Middle
School in Brooksville, Fla., where he has
previously worked as a teacher, coach, AD
and AP. Over the years, he’s had students
who’ve gone on to play major college
football, baseball, and track; professional
football and baseball; and even coached
an Olympic sprinter.
Scott Morcomb ’86 (Winona, Minn.) is
a brigadier general and master aviator
in the U.S. Army and commercial airline
pilot with American Airlines. He served six
years of active duty, including in the first
Gulf War with the 15th Military Intelligence
Battalion, supporting Operation Desert
Storm as an executive officer. He has been
awarded the Bronze Star, Meritorious
Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters,
the Army Commendation Medal with two
oak leaf clusters, and the Air Medal. This
year, he played a lead ceremonial role in
the U.S. Army All-American Bowl, serving
as the Task Force Commander – the first
from the Army Reserve to be granted the
title.
Beth (Little) Eichman ’87 (Winona,
Minn.) is currently the director of supply
chain at Winona Health after having
spent 25 years in the manufacturing
supply chain industry. Her youngest son,
Jon, graduated from Winona State in
December 2016 with a BS in Business
Administration.

Anne (Shelly) Owen ’87 (Minot, N.D.)
has been selected as one of the YWCA’s
Women of Distinction for 2017. She was
honored for her 26 years of dedicated
service to military families and has been
personally recognized by the Secretary
of Defense for her tireless commitment
to serve this unique community and its
special needs.

2017 in business administration with a
concentration on financial management.
The focus of the dissertation research
was the lack of employer-sponsored
retirement plan availability for small
business employees and its impact on the
ability of those workers to retire.

1990’s

Ibrahim Al-Abdulkarim ’90 last held
the position of director of information
systems/audit for the largest telecom
company in the country prior to taking an
early retirement.
Karla (Pienkowski) Jameson ’90
(Madison, Wis.) was promoted to
executive director of Porchlight.
Nancy Hedin ’88 (Arden Hills, Minn.)
graduated from Hamline University with
an MFA in creative writing in 2013 and has
also worked in social services. Her debut
novel, “Bend,” – a contemporary coming
of age novel set in rural Minnesota with a
lesbian protagonist – had a planned
release date of May 8, 2017.
Cynthia (Kramer) Crowson ’89 (Eyota,
Minn.) was presented the Distinguished
Educator of the Year Award in 2016 by
the Association of Rheumatology Health
Professionals in recognition of her years
of working with rheumatologists and
statisticians in the U.S. to improve the
statistical analyses used in rheumatology.
Crowson is an associate professor and
statistician at Mayo Clinic. She received
her Master of Science in statistics from
Iowa State University and will complete
her doctorate at the University of Oslo in
Norway.
Thomas Krenzke ’89 (Odenton, Md.) was
made a fellow of the American Statistical
Association in 2017 in recognition
of his contributions to the field of
statistics. Krenzke’s bachelor’s degree
is in mathematics with a specialization
in statistics, and he went on to earn a
master’s degree from Bowling Green
University. He worked six years for the U.S.
Census Bureau and has been an associate
director of Westat’s statistical staff since
1997.
Steven Syrmopoulos ’89 (Tempe,
Ariz.) completed his Ph.D. in February

Mike Peng ’91 (Dallas, Texas) is a
professor of organizations, strategy and
international management and Jindahl
Chair of Global Strategy at the University
of Texas at Dallas, Jindahl School of
Management. He recently returned to
Winona State to give a presentation on
the topic “The future of trade in a storm
of political change.” He is highly regarded
in his field, earning numerous awards and
accolades.
Col. Thomas Sonnen ’92 (Annandale, Va.)
retired from the Army on January 31, 2017,
concluding 28 years of military service.
Over the years he served in several US
states and foreign countries, including
combat tours in both Afghanistan and
Iraq. His final assignment was at the
Pentagon working in the Office of the
Secretary of Defense as a chief of staff.
He was awarded the Defense Superior
Service Medal from Secretary of Defense
Ashton Carter upon his retirement.
Jeffrey Lyle ’93 (Chicago, Ill.) and his
wife, Alison, just welcomed their sixth
child. Jeff is entering his 19th year with
the Chicago Fire Department where he is
a deputy district chief and serves as the
department’s liaison and special events
coordinator.
Kimberly Schultz ’93 (Chicago, Ill.)
recently released a memoir titled
“Three Days in Damascus,” detailing her
relationship with an Iraq refugee during a
trip to the Middle East in 2009, and their
years-long struggle to stay together.
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Class Notes
Bonnie (Norton) Vagasky ’94 (Champlin,
Minn.) participated in a panel discussion
at the 2016 Stock Market Game
Symposium in summer 2016.
Shirley Newberry ’95
(Onalaska, Wis.) retired in
May after teaching
nursing at Winona State
for 23 years.

John Preiner ’95 (Inver Grove Heights,
Minn.) left Best Buy after 16 years,
seven of which he spent as the director
of merchandising for TV, video, audio,
Magnolia, and Best Buy Mobile. He is
now senior vice president of sales and
business development for CITIES Market
Studios.

Jonathon Halbesleben ’99 (Tuscaloosa,
Ala.) is the senior associate dean and
the Russell Professor of Business
Administration in the College of
Commerce at the University of Alabama.
Joshua Lorenz ’99 (Venice, Fla.) is
the director of quality for SaintA in
Milwaukee, Wis.

2000’s

Wendy Bridenstine ’00 (Minneapolis,
Minn.) started working at WCCO
Television in January 2013 after working in
Honolulu, Hawaii for three years at KHON
Television.
Lisa Hendrickson ’00 (Las Vegas, Nev.)
presented two sessions at the American
Bar Association’s TechShow in Chicago in
March 2017.

Imtiaj Rasul ’96 (Bangladesh )
participated in the AAA-American Center
Alumni Day in Bangladesh on behalf of
Winona State in November 2016.

Jeremy Pischke ’00 (Minneapolis,
Minn.) is the manager of law school
account management at West Academic
Publishing.

Eric Wollan ’96 (Winona, Minn.) was
promoted to vice president and chief
operating officer at PlastiComp in fall
2016.

Sarah Kieffer ’00 (Columbia Heights,
Minn.) published a book, “The Vanilla
Bean Baking Book.” Her work has been
featured on “Today” and “America’s
Test Kitchen,” as well as in The New York
Times, Saveur, Pure Green Magazine,
Food52, Mashable, The Kitchn, The
Huffington Post, and Food + Wine,
among others.

Matthew Dahl ’96 (Saint Paul, Minn.)
recently published “Lonely Whale
Memoir,” available in print and as an
iBook.
Travis Walch ’97 (Saint Paul, Minn.) and
Kirsi Walch welcomed a daughter, Renata
Mae Walch, on July 27, 2016.
Cheri Kulland ’98 (Burnsville, Minn.)
is the new head principal at Plymouth
Middle School in the Robbinsdale School
District.
Amy Newman ’98 (Alden, Minn.) was
promoted to 401K distribution supervisor
at Alerus.

Christine (Gunderson) Gruber ’01
(Rochester, Minn.) took a position with
the Mayo Clinic in finance in 2015.
Additionally, she married Jeffrey Gruber
in Rochester on September 24, 2016.
Jose Quiroz-Ziebart ’01 (Foreston,
Minn.) Currently teaching, he will launch
his invention Magnetdabbles-Amazing
Magnetic Pens. These are intended

Ariel (Blaha) Bilskey ’98 (South Beloit,
Ill.) was recently promoted to director
of blended learning at Credit Union
National Association (CUNA). Last year,
through her volunteer work, she was also
presented with the President’s Award, the
highest honor from the Stateline Boys &
Girls Clubs.
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to benefit individuals with ADHD and
Autism.
Sarah Haugen ’01 (Farmington, Minn.)
taught physical education and DAPE
in the Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan
school district 196 for 15 years. She is now
the associate program director of the
M.Ed. in teaching and learning at Saint
Mary’s University.
Jim Hardy ’02 (Winona, Minn.) recently
celebrated 10 years with Edward Jones in
Winona this past summer.
Bryan Boysen ’02
(Spirit Lake, Iowa)
welcomed a baby boy,
Jacob, last August with
his wife, Jennifer.
Noelle Cosgrove ’02 (Coon Rapids,
Minn.) and husband, Dan, welcomed their
second child, Cara Josephine, in June
2016.
Ryan Yell ’03 (Morgantown, W.Va.) had
his first child, daughter Averie.
Kiley (Tapp) Brown ’03 has been living
in England for 14 years. She is still playing
ultimate frisbee and when not at work,
spends her time chasing around her two
children – a girl (6) and a boy (4) – and
watching her husband play rugby.
Bruce Carpenter ’03 & Jenny
(Dobbertin) Carpenter ’06 (St. Paul,
Minn.) welcomed their third child in
January 2016, who is now the third one to
sport their WSU baby jersey.
Heidi Jones ’03 (Stoddard, Wis.) earned
her Ph.D. in literacy education with a
minor in literacy and rhetorical studies
from the University of Minnesota-Twin
Cities. Since fall 2013, she has held the
position of assistant professor of English
education at UW-La Crosse.

Send Us the News
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Class Notes
Jody Oltman ’03 (Everett, Mass.) was
named associate at Cambridge Seven
Associates, Inc., an internationallyrecognized architecture and exhibit
design firm in Cambridge, Mass., where
she has served as marketing manager
since 2008.
Kathleen Peterson ’03
(Winona, Minn.)
published her novel “Girl
on the Leeside” through
Knopf/Doubleday in June
2017 in the U.S., United
Kingdom, Canada,
Australia and New
Zealand.
Elizabeth (Narten) Robertson ’03
(Apple Valley, Minn.) and Kristen
Robertson welcomed son Taj in
September.
Mark Johnson ’04 (Kingwood, Texas) has
been appointed as the dean of business
and technology at San Jacinto College
in Houston, Texas. He is also the project
director for San Jacinto College’s Open
Educational Resource (OER) Degree grant
initiative, developing one of the nation’s
first OER degrees. He has two children
with his wife, Michelle: Ariel (10) and
George (10).
Luke Short ’04 (Chippewa Falls, Wis.) is
married with two children. He teaches
5th grade in the Chippewa Falls School
District and is also the owner of CrossFit
in Chippewa Falls.
Wesley Albers ’07 & Kimberly
(Schammel) Albers ’05 (Owatonna,
Minn.) have been teaching in Jackson,
Minn., since being married in 2008. In
2014, they welcomed their first child,
Isabella Winona (Winona means firstborn daughter). Her little sister, Alana Lia,
was born in 2016 with a Hawaiian name,
as their second favorite place behind
Winona is Hawaii.
Marne (Schuldt) Slack ’05 (Owatonna,
Minn.) was featured in PRINT+PROMO
magazine in an article highlighting
“Under 40 Professionals” and some of the
print industry’s brightest personalities.

Thomas Kirby ’06 (Mason City, Iowa) and
his wife, Betsy, welcomed their second
son, James Alexander, on April 5th.

Mark Moulton ’06 (La Crescent, Minn.)
has been working in the La Crescent
School District for the last 10 years. He
started the FIRST robotics team and has
helped nine area high schools start teams
themselves. As a group, they have created
a 501(c)3 non-profit, The Seven Rivers
Robotics Coalition, that helps all of these
local high school teams fundraise, train
and practice each year. He serves as the
executive director of the group, which
achieved one of their long-term goals of
starting a FIRST Robotics Regional in the
La Crosse area.
Dustin Sadnick ’06 and Emily (Lueth)
Sadnick ’07 (St. Paul, Minn.) welcomed
their second son, Theodore Ivan, on
February 5, 2017. He joins his big brother
Cooper (3).

Melinda (VerDuin) Waite ’07 (Colgate,
Wis.) has received the Evolving Eagle
Award from Association Acumen.
The annual award is presented to
the individual who has grown the
most professionally and consistently
demonstrated excellence in her/
his position by making the most
improvements to a specific client and to
Association Acumen.
Jesse Dunn ’08 (Pocahontas, Iowa) was a
YMCA Wellness Coach 2008-2016, went
to Rasmussen College: ADN 2014-2016.
He is now a registered nurse in urgent
care at Mankato Clinic.
Taylor Martinson ’08 (St. Paul, Minn.)
recently accepted a position as an
event producer with Hanley Wood in
Minneapolis.
Amber (Helbling) Schmidt ’08 (Roseville,
Minn.) welcomed a daughter, Isabelle
Karis Schmidt, on April 6, 2016.
Jenna (Manship) Arnold ’08
(Rosemount, Minn.) and husband, Sid
Arnold, welcomed daughter Rilee Jan
Arnold on August 16, 2016
Hloa Vang ’08 & Miranda (Gaulke) Vang
’11 (Lakeville, Minn.) were married in
September 2016.

Nicole (Hinzie) Ostertag ’07 (Hugo,
Minn.) is currently pursuing her pediatric
license.
Megan Heberlein ’07 & Wayne Myhre
’07 (St. Charles, Minn.), along with big
brother Blake, welcomed their second
child, William, in November 2016.
Jason Branstrom ’07 (Chaska, Minn.)
was recently appointed human resources
manager with the City of Minnetonka.
Alison (Gonzalez) Shafer ’07 (Fond du
Lac, Wis.) married Matthew on December
3, 2016.
Katherine Zieba ’07 (Aurora, Colo.) is
currently teaching high school social
studies in Aurora, Colo.

Nathan ’08 & Brandi (Gabrick) Rossman
’09 (Omaha, Neb.) were married in
Hudson, Wis., on October 1, 2016.
Jesse Fladmark ’09 (St. Paul, Minn.)
received a master’s degree in physician
assistant studies and is now working as
a physician assistant in a family practice
clinic. They also welcomed a new baby on
Christmas.

Brittany Reinbolt ’07 (Searcy, Ark.) is on
the United States Bobsled Team for the
2017 World Championships.
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Class Notes

Shawn ’10 & Gretchen (Corey) Irvin ’09
(Castle Rock, Colo.) met while on the
Pacific Challenge during their junior year
at WSU. On September 15, 2016, they
welcomed twins, Lillian Debra and Elijah
Wayne. Gretchen is currently working for
Wells Fargo Bank as a learning and
development facilitator and Shawn is a
sheriff deputy.
Samantha Pepprock ‘09 (Muskegon,
Mich.) was elected treasurer by the board
of directors of a no-kill animal shelter, the
Noah Project, in Muskegon.

data on individual players that can be
viewed by coaches, schools, physicians
and parents. His hope is that sharing the
information can lead to more prevention
strategies, particularly when it comes
to brain injuries like concussions. That
passion for injury prevention is getting
the company noticed in a big way. Last
May, Player’s Health won the top award at
Google Demo Day, an event showcasing
innovative technology startups.

football coach at Round Lake High
School.

Gabrielle (Gatzke) Kinneberg ’10
(Preston, Minn.) had a baby girl named
Paisley in August 2015 and started a new
career as the Executive Director of the
Preston Area Chamber of Commerce and
Director of Tourism for Preston, Minn.

Kara Eggers ’12 (Marine on Saint Croix,
Minn.) wrote and directed the 5th Annual
Christmas Show in Winona.

Kelly Moon ’10 (Worthington, Minn.)
traveled more than 400 miles across
Wales, England, and Scotland by bicycle
over the course of nine days in August
2016.
Daniel Fritz ’10 was promoted to the
rank of lieutenant on July 1. He is currently
assigned as the officer in charge of
commanding U.S. Naval Forces Korea
Detachment Chinhae, South Korea.

Jeffrey Grier ’09 (Minneapolis, Minn.)
and his wife, Dame Galgalo Grier, had
twin baby girls, Savanna and Sofi, on
February 10, 2017. Jeff is a supervisor in
the Minneapolis passport adjudication
office of the U.S. State Department. He
continued his education and earned an
MBA degree in 2013 from the Carlson
School of Management at the University
of Minnesota.

2010’s

Declan Bazzani ’10 (St. Paul, Minn.) was
promoted to ILS field supervisor.
Tyrre Burks ’10 (South
Holland, Ill.) Entrepreneur
Tyrre Burks started Team
Interval in 2012, now
renamed Player’s Health.
Focusing on athletes
from age 8 to 18, the
platform collects injury
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Joshua Anderson ’11 (Salt Lake City,
Utah) is now an orthopaedic surgery
resident at the University of Utah in Salt
Lake City.
Nathaniel Schmelzer ’11 (Athens, Ga.)
works as a cost accountant for Benson’s
Bakery.
Alanna (Nieman) Petersen ’11
(Rochester, Minn.) married Jesse Petersen
in August 2016.
Poh Wei Lin ’11 completed a Ph.D. in
cognitive psychology from the University
of Nottingham in September 2016.
Katelyn (Gates) Borgschatz ’12 (Lake
City, Minn.) and her husband, Ben,
welcomed their first-born daughter,
Makenzie, in January 2017.
John Wenker ’12 & Samantha Miller
’11 (Rochester, Minn.) had a daughter in
August 2016.
Stephen Bell ’12 (Bristol, Wis.) is working
as a high school history teacher and
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Heather Gerdes ’12
(Winona, Minn.) was hired
as the gender-based
violence prevention and
intervention coordinator
in Winona State’s Office
of Legal Affairs.

Jacob Hite ’13 (Seattle, Wash.) married
Benjamin Chun Lok Kong in November
2014.
Sarah (Mueller) Vosberg ’13 (South
Wayne, Wis.) married Derek Vosberg
on August 20, 2016. Sarah and Derek
manage a dairy farm with Derek’s parents
and Sarah works part-time as a physical
therapist assistant.
Hannah Coles ’14 (Onalaska, Wis.) is
currently serving as an environmental
conservation Peace Corps volunteer in
Panamá. Her service started in May 2016
and will continue until May 2018. She is
focusing on bringing reliable and secure
energy to a very rural area of the Republic
of Panamá.
Nabih Elteir ’14 and
Amber Elteir ’16
(Savage, Minn.) had a
baby boy named Zain
born on May 5, 2017. Zain
is their second child.

Charles Horton-Anderson ’14 (Stony
Brook, N.Y.) married his partner of two
years in June 2014. In April 2016, he
graduated with a master’s in higher
education/student affairs from Eastern
Michigan University and, as of August
2016, has been working as a residence hall
director at Stony Brook University.
Kevin Miller ’14 (Anchorage, Alaska)
is currently working as a vocational
rehabilitation counselor for the State of
Alaska.

Class Notes
Samantha Pikala ’14 (Norman, Okla.)
was planning to graduate from the
University of Oklahoma in May 2017 with
her master’s degree in adult and higher
education.
Gabriel Velez ’14 (Iowa City, Iowa) is
currently in his third year of graduate
and medical training in the University of
Iowa M.D./Ph.D. program. He works on
determining the molecular mechanisms
underlying inherited eye diseases to
design novel therapies to treat blindness
and has published a few papers, some of
which have been gaining press exposure.
Timothy Moen ’14 (Trempealeau, Wis.), a
Trempealeau police officer, was honored
by his department after performing
life-saving measures on two victims of a
serious accident in October 2016.
Darian Peterson ’14 (New Ulm, Minn.)
received an MSW from University of
Minnesota-Duluth in May 2015. Peterson
is now an outpatient therapist for mental
health at the age of 24.
Erin Schneider ’14 (Elgin, Ill.), U.S. Army
1st Lieutenant, is currently serving as
an explosive ordinance disposal team
member in Kosovo as part of the Kosovo
Force, the NATO-led peace support
operation commonly referred to as KFOR.
Mitch ’15 & Marcie (Ratliff) Johnson ’14
were married in June 2015. In July 2016
they began 27 months of service with the

Peace Corps. They are currently living in
South Africa teaching English in primary
schools.
Gloria Alatorre ’15 (Winona, Minn.) is
currently working as a Spanish interpreter
at Winona Senior High School.
Susan Kelly ’15 (Fargo, N.D.) is a
Medical/Surgical RN at Sanford in Fargo
(Broadway hospital).
Courtney Mericle ’15 (Eagan, Minn.)
is a RN, BSN at the University of
Minnesota Masonic Children’s Hospital
in Minneapolis. She is going back to
graduate school for her doctorate of
nursing practice for acute/primary care
nurse practitioner.
Betsy Torkelson ’15 & Tyler Kiel ’15
(Winona, Minn.) were engaged on August
26, 2016 and are planning a January
20, 2018 wedding. Betsy is currently
employed at Gundersen Lutheran and
Tyler is employed at Watkins.
John Austinson ’15 (Eyota, Minn.) is
a teacher and coach for Byron Public
Schools as well as development camp and
leadership facilitator for the NFL,
and currently serves as a member of
the Byron Community Foundation. He
has formerly served as president &
vice president of the Byron Education
Association, Brendan Ryan Memorial
founder and chair, and Byron Athletic Hall
of Fame founder and chair.

Gabrielle (Medina) Wedger ’15 (Winona,
Minn.) married her husband, Russell ’17,
on January 7, 2017 in the Twin Cities. She
currently works in University
Advancement at Winona State.
Jodi Linberg ’15 (Hopkins, Minn.) started
a new job with Hennepin County Human
Services working as a human services
representative in the MNsure department
helping clients get medical assistance.
Marleen (Millner) Ames ’16 (Eagan,
Minn.) is working for the Minnesota
Department of Revenue as a revenue tax
specialist.
Myranda Johnson ’16 (Rochester, Minn.)
was recently offered a position at Mayo
Clinic in the orthopedic department.
Chelsey Rodenkirch ’16 (Sun Prairie,
Wis.) is working as a co-head coach of
the fast pitch softball program for Greg
Reinhard Baseball Academy in Madison,
Wis.
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In Memoriam
1930’s
Lois (Glissendorf)
Davy ’39 (Brownsville,
Minn.) died Aug. 12, 2016.
She attended Winona
State Teachers College,
receiving a degree in
elementary education.
For over fifty years, Lois
taught in the schools of Houston County,
mostly in Freeburg, Minn. She married
Harold Davy of Brownsville in 1942, and
remained a resident of the Brownsville
community since that time. During her
lifetime, Lois was active in the 4-H program
of Houston County, Brownsville Busy Bees,
Houston County Fair, and the Church of St.
Patrick, Brownsville. She was pleased to
have received the state award for
leadership, as well as the Friend of the Fair
plaque in 2003.
Sylvia (Davidson)
Silliman ’39 (Roseville,
Minn.) died Sept. 14,
2016. Sylvia graduated
from Winona State
Teachers College, began
her teaching career in a
one-room schoolhouse
near Utica, and concluded her career as a
junior high school English teacher in
Rochester, Minn. She loved nature hikes,
time at the family cabin, and being with
her family.

1940’s
Helen (Ford) Foell ’47
(Cottage Grove, Ore.)
died Jan. 26, 2016. Helen
received her teaching
credentials at Winona
State Teachers College
and completed her
bachelor’s degree in
teaching from California State University,
Long Beach. She went on to teach special
education in Long Beach, Calif. for 17
years. Helen married Leland “Jack” Foell in
August 1950 in Winona, Minn. An avid
knitter who enjoyed traveling in their
motorhome, Helen was also a season
ticket holder for the theatre in California
where she enjoyed shows like “The Sound
of Music.”
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Judith (Ferdinandsen)
Schenck ’49 (Madison,
Wis.) died March 18,
2017, at Oakwood East in
Madison. Judith married
Ronald Hanson Schenck
on March 10, 1948, and
both subsequently
graduated cum laude from Winona State
that same year. Judy and Ron both taught
music and mathematics at the high school
in Harmony, Minn., for four years. In 1954,
after moving to Madison, Judy joined
Goodman Jewelers, retiring as General
Manager in 1989.

1950’s
Kathleen (Harper)
Hall ’51 (Edina, Minn)
passed away April 23,
2017. She attended
Western College for
Women, Miami, Ohio, for
two years and graduated
from Winona State
Teachers College in 1951. Kay pursued her
love of early childhood education with
teaching assignments in Rochester, Minn.,
St. Petersburg, Fla., and Edina, Minn. In
1956 she married Ray Hall, completing
their family with children Peter and Daniel
and nephew Grant Harper. Kay was an
active volunteer, and she and her husband
enjoyed traveling. Kay retired in 2000 after
a highly successful public and private
teaching career of 38 years.
Earl Schreiber ’52
(Welcome, Minn.) died
Feb. 2, 2017. Earl
attended Winona Public
Schools, received his
bachelor’s degree from
Winona State Teachers
College, earned master’s
degrees in music and English from the
University of Minnesota, and later utilized a
sabbatical leave to study literature of
England at Magdalen College, Oxford
University, England. Earl began his career
teaching English in Trempealeau, Wis.,
then as band director in Escanaba, Mich.,
and back to Winona to teach English for
21 years in the Winona Public School
system. In July 1974, Earl married his wife,
Phyllis, at the Congregational Church in
Winona. Together they traveled the world
on summer breaks from teaching. He was
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an accomplished life-long trombonist, and
enjoyed writing, contributing many
features for Winona and Fairmont area
papers, including a weekly column in the
West Martin Weekly News for 27 years. In
1982, Earl and Phyllis moved to rural
Ceylon, Minn., where they opened their
home as a therapeutic foster home to 21
foster children.
Craig Currier ’57
(Pittsburg, Kan.) died
November 27, 2016. Craig
graduated from Winona
Senior High and Winona
State College, where he
played golf and basketball,
the latter of which he was
also elected team captain. In June 1957
he married Anita Ask in Winona, Minn.,
with whom he had three children: Stacy,
Scott, and Kristine. Their family later grew
to include nine grandchildren and five
great grandchildren. He was an avid
runner and loved all sports - especially the
St. Louis Cardinals and Winona State
University. Craig spent 11 years with the
J.R. Watkins Company; in 1972, he started
a 27-year career at Pitt Plastics Inc.,
eventually becoming president. He was
president of the YMCA, United Way and
Chamber of Commerce, and served on the
board of directors for Mt. Carmel Medical
Center.
Gerald Gleason ’58
(Winona, Minn.) died
February 16, 2016. Jerry
was married to Karen
(Meistad) for 47 years, with
whom he had two
children: Tim Gleason of
Winona and Chris (Erin)
Gleason of Sun Prairie; and two
grandchildren, Miles and Emma Gleason,
Sun Prairie. He graduated from Winona
High School and earned his bachelor of
music education degree from Winona
State in 1959. Jerry was a lifelong music
educator, teaching for over 40 years in the
school districts of Arcadia, Durand and La
Crosse, and later served as the principal of
the Catholic School in Arcadia. He served
on numerous Wisconsin School Music
Association (WSMA) committees
throughout the years and enjoyed being an
adjudicator for solo and ensemble events.
Jerry is further survived by one brother,
Bob Gleason, Winona; and one halfbrother, Tom Eltrich (Cathleen) Kansas City.

In Memoriam
Louise Schroeder ’58
(Maplewood, Minn.) died
April 9, 2017. Louise
graduated from Johnson
High School (1954),
Winona State Teacher’s
College (1958), and
University of Northern
Colorado (1962). She taught in the White
Bear Lake school district for 35 years, was a
member of Delta Kappa Gamma, and a
charter member of Northeast Metro
AAUW and St. Jerome Parish. She was a
world traveler throughout her lifetime,
spanning 109 countries and 7 continents.
Lillian (Todd)
Spencer ’58 (Winona,
Minn.) died on July 2,
2016. Lillian was a
graduate of Houston High
School and Winona State
College. She also did
graduate work at the
University of Colorado in Boulder, Colo., as
well as at Winona State. She taught at
Phelps School (Winona State) and at
Goodview Elementary. In 1940, she was
united in marriage to Edwin Spencer of
Columbia Heights, Minn. Lillian was a
member of Wesley United Methodist
Church - and a morning circle there,
Winona Shrine Auxiliary, PEO, Retired
Educators, Westfield Golf Club, several
bridge clubs and a volunteer.

1960’s
Gary Collins ’60 (Pine
Island, Minn.) died Nov
14, 2016.

Doloris (Lippert) Wedul
’63 (Winona, Minn.) died
Feb. 24, 2017. After being
named salutatorian of her
high school class of 1931,
she completed a teachers
training course in Fergus
Falls, Minn., and taught in
country schools for three years before
going to Moorhead Teachers College. It
was there that she met Melvin O. Wedul;

they were married in December 1939. In
1946, they moved to Winona when Melvin
joined the faculty at Winona State
Teachers College. Doloris finished her
bachelor’s degree at Winona State while
raising five kids. At Central Lutheran
Church - 71 years a member - she worked
hard for the pipe organ, made Lutheran
World Relief quilts, knitted prayer shawls
and taught Sunday School.
Martin “Marty”
Olsen ’64 (Colorado
Springs, Colo.) died Oct.
29, 2016. After
graduating with honors
from St. Thomas Military
Academy, he spent time
studying business at
Fordham University before being ordained
as a Roman Catholic Priest in Minnesota. In
his 14 years as a priest, he served in several
positions with the Diocese of Winona,
teaching every grade, part-time at three
colleges, and was chaplain for Catholic
students at Winona State – where he also
earned a master’s degree in counseling.
He ultimately left the priesthood and
married Betty McCormick in August 1971.
They raised two children, Eric and Kirsten,
and Marty worked as an assistant professor
of psychology at the University of
Colorado – Colorado Springs before
opening his own successful private
practice.
Douglas Thompson ’64
(Marco Island, Fla.) died
Jan. 7, 2017. Doug spent
his career with State Farm
Insurance, retiring in 2005
as their Mid-Atlantic
Senior Vice President.
William “Kenny”
Eglinton ’66 (Hokah,
Minn.) died Saturday,
June 11, 2016.

Elaine Seavey ’69
(Omaha, Neb.) died Dec.
9, 2016. Elaine married
Rodger Seavey in
September 1951, a
marriage that continued
for 65 years. Elaine
excelled in art, graduated
with a master’s degree from Winona State
College, and went on to teach art at
Cochrane-Fountain City School in
Wisconsin. Her many talents included
painting, wood burning, quilting, basket
weaving, and writing. She wrote five
autobiographical travel books, The
Maverick Series, about her retirement
years spent with her husband, exploring
the United States, Canada, and Mexico.

1970’s
Thomas Earley ’70 (Myrtle Beach, S.C.)
died Feb. 27, 2016.
Pamela (Gross)
Meyer ’70 (New
Brighton, Minn.) died Jan.
15, 2017. Pamela
attended Winona State
College, where she met
her future husband, Terry,
with whom she had two
sons: Chris and Pat. They, and their
spouses, Jen and Laura, gave Pamela and
Terry five grandchildren: Leo, Olivia, Eli,
Emmet, and “Screwy Louie.” Her 36-year
teaching career started as a personal goal
in the 8th grade, following in her mother’s
footsteps.
Jean (Johnson) Peterson ’72 (Red Wing,
Minn.) died Sept. 13, 2016. She graduated
from Goodhue High School in 1968, and
earned a BSN from Winona State College
in 1972. She worked for St. Johns Hospital/
Fairview/Mayo Health Systems in Red
Wing for nearly 40 years in the Labor and
Delivery/OB-GYN Department until her
retirement in October 2013. In September
1973, she married Kenneth Peterson and
had two daughters, Kristin (Cory) Haglund
of Ellsworth, and Leann Peterson, currently
residing in the Ukraine. She is also survived
by their two grandchildren, Kaitlyn and
Carson Haglund.
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In Memoriam
Margaret (Sarich)
Sarfehjooy ’73 (St. Louis
Park, Minn.) passed away
unexpectedly April 28,
2017. Margaret was a
graduate of Winona State
University, majoring in
music. She was also a
graduate of North Hennepin Community
College where she received her nursing
degree. She worked as an RN for over 30
years at Fairview Southdale Hospital. She
was an active member of WAMM (Women
Against Military Madness). She always
fought for human rights and justice.
Holger Vaher ’73 (La
Crosse, Wis.) died March
16, 2017. Born in Estonia,
he was forced to leave in
1944 during the Nazi
occupation of Estonia
during World War II. He
received a degree from
Dunwoody Institute in Automotive
Electricity and then moved to La Crosse,
Wis. He married Bonnie Jean Schmidt in
October 1950 and they had a daughter,
Linda, in 1951. Holger was then drafted by
the U.S. Army where he worked in the
motor pool and became a Sergeant. After
his discharge, his family moved to
California for a period of time, where
Holger received his high school
equivalency diploma. They then returned
to La Crosse, where he and Bonnie had a
son, Ulo, in 1966. Holger taught at both
Coleman Vocational Technical Institute and
later, at Winona Area Technical Institute
where he developed an independent study
curriculum for drafting and design
technology.
Rose Soshnik ’79 (Calif.) died Oct. 18,
2016. Rosie graduated from Aitkin High
School, St. Cloud State University, and
Winona State University, attaining college
degrees in English and speech, and also
became a registered nurse. During her
long career as a nurse, Rosie also served
in the Peace Corps in Afghanistan. Her
happiest days were spent in Minnesota
and southern California.
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Shirley Neurohr ’83
(Tomah, Wis.) died Oct.
24, 2016.

1980’s
David Webb ’81 (Black
River Falls, Wis.) died
March 13, 2016. He
graduated from Aquinas
High School and went on
to earn a business degree
from Winona State. He
spent many years working
as a food and beverage manager at Ho
Chunk Casino in Black River Falls, and was
very fortunate to have wonderful coworkers who rallied to help him during his
final year battling his cancer. Dave spent
the past 16 years with his loving
companion, Susan Renae Sampson, and
their daughter, Sydney Sampson-Webb.
Dave enjoyed a lively round of golf with his
brothers and a good stiff drink with many
terrific and supportive friends.
Catherine Ellingen ’82 (Minneapolis,
Minn.) died Sept. 10, 2016.
Karen Fawcett ’83
(Winona, Minn.) died Jan.
7, 2017. She graduated
from high school in Grand
Marais, Minn., and
Northwestern Hospital
School of Nursing. She
married O.J. in 1962,
moved to Winona, and later received a
BSN degree from Winona State.
Throughout her life, she focused on
children and caring for others, working as a
pediatric nurse at the Winona Clinic and
directing early childhood development
programs in the Winona Public School
System. Karen served in leadership
positions with many organizations that she
believed in, including The Great River
Shakespeare Festival, Winona Community
Foundation, the regional promotion of
Minnesota Public Radio, and the Winona
State University Foundation, of which she
served on the board of trustees. She was a
curious, life-long learner, who loved to
explore other cultures, theater, music, the
arts, and science. She also had
compassion, deep empathy, and an
unending drive to help children and
people who were not dealt an easy life.
She used that synergy to make real and
positive changes in this world and in
people’s lives.
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Charles Pederson ’83
(Rochester, Minn.) passed
away Nov 8, 2016. Charles
was a former instructor
pilot for fixed base
operations in the Austin
and Rochester airports.
He was a Sear’s retiree,
and was an employee of H&R Block as a
tax preparer for 30 years. Charlie enjoyed
watching sports, he was a computer
hobbyist and a member of the Rochester
Amateur Radio Club.
Nancy (Hellewell)
Blum ’85 (Baraboo, Wis.)
died Jan. 15, 2017. Nancy
was a graduate of
Baraboo High School,
obtained a bachelor of
elementary education and
physical education from
Winona State University, and a master’s of
education with a specialty in learning
disability and emotional/behavioral
disability from Edgewood College. Nancy
worked as an EMT-I with the Baraboo
Ambulance from 1996-1998, at which time
she started her career for the Baraboo
School District as a special education
teacher. She was an active member of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
Gilda’s Club and Baraboo Education
Association.

1990’s
Connie Greylak ‘91
(Galesville, Wis.) died
Feb. 9, 2016. Connie
grew up in Waterford,
Mich., and attended
Ferris State University.
She later earned her
nursing degree from
Winona State and worked as an RN in the
emergency room of Gundersen Clinic for
many years before joining United Health
Care. She married her husband Mark in

In Memoriam
1976, with whom she had three children:
Katie (Eric) Retzlaff, Thomas (Amy), and
Annie. She loved to spend time with her
grandchildren: Logan, Mason, and Maddie,
and was anxiously awaiting the upcoming
birth of Thomas and Amy’s first child at the
time of her death. Connie loved adventure,
including skydiving, skiing, long bicycle
trips, kayaking, and riding her horse, Cody.
Linda Twentyman ’92
(Cedar Rapids, Iowa) died
May 11, 2016. Linda
began her career as a
nurse, shifted to
accounting, then returned
to healthcare as a
caretaker and companion.
Linda will be remembered for giving her
whole heart to the care of others,
unassuming creativity in her handicrafts,
and a teacher’s heart in sharing her gifts
with all who wanted to learn.

Faculty & Staff
Charles “Jersey”
Zane ’64 (Winona, Minn.)
died April 16, 2017. Born
in New Jersey, Charlie
was on his way to
California when he ran
out of money in
Rochester, Minn., at which
point he took a job with IBM and spent
two years in the Army. Upon returning to
Rochester, he met a friend and asked
“where are you going?” His friend said “to
Winona State to play football.” Charlie
responded “Heck, I played football and
baseball in the Army, I’ll go with you.”
“Where are you going?” were four words
that changed his life, leading to his
education, sports (playing, coaching and
refereeing), a career, and many lifelong
friendships.
Gennell Iverson ’69
(Winona, Minn.) died Dec.
20, 2016. She graduated
from Albert Lea High
School in 1965 and
Winona State College in
1969. She spent most of
her working life at Winona
State University before retiring due to ill
health. While her health permitted, she
enjoyed biking the trails in Winona,
gardening, and cooking. As her health

declined, she continued her lifelong love
of reading, and sharing her life with cats.
Ann (Rutledge)
Sawyer ’69 (Winona,
Minn.) died Nov. 21, 2016.
Ann graduated from high
school in Orange City,
Iowa, received her
undergraduate degree
from the University of
Minnesota, Minneapolis, her master’s
degree from Winona State University, and
her doctorate from University of Northern
Colorado, Greeley, Colo. While attending
college at the University of Minnesota, she
met her future husband, Neil K. Sawyer.
They were married in June 1941 and had
four children. In 1955, Neil’s career brought
them to Winona. Ann had a long career
helping people as a nurse, a counselor, a
psychologist and finally as Dean of Nursing
at Winona State University, where she
ultimately retired from.
Donna Helble ’74
(Winona, Minn.) died
March 13, 2017. She
graduated from Simpson
College with a B.A. in
elementary education and
French, received a M.S. in
remedial reading from
Winona State University, and an Ed.D. in
language arts education from the
University of Northern Colorado. At the
time of her death, Donna was professor
emerita of Winona State. She began her
teaching career at Minnesota City
Elementary School and later moved to
Goodview Elementary School. In 1988, she
began her career at Winona State as a
professor of education, also serving as an
adjunct professor at St. Mary’s University
and the University of Northern Colorado.
While at WSU, Donna chaired the popular
community-wide “Reading on the Mall”
event for 25 years. Through activities
designed by her WSU children’s literature
classes, the event promoted children’s
literacy in Winona and the surrounding
communities. Also at WSU, Donna
designed the model for “Maxwell Math
Club,” and was co-founder and co-advisor
for the Student International Reading
Association as well as Kappa Delta Pi. As a
dedicated member of the Rotary Club, she
served as chairperson of the Rotary
Readers program, worked with Books for
Babies, chaired the Shadow Program, and

was a multiple Paul Harris Fellow. Donna
also served as president and board
member of the following: Big Brothers/Big
Sisters of Winona, Winona Rotary Club,
United Way of the Greater Winona Area,
the Winona County Unit of the American
Red Cross, the Winona County Cancer
Society, the Winona Friends of the Library,
the Winona Community Foundation, and
the Winona branch of the American
Association of University Women. She
served on the boards of the Winona State
University Foundation, where she was
heavily involved in planning for Education
Village, and the Winona Area Public
Schools Foundation. She was a member
and held offices in many other
organizations and the recipient of many
awards for her professional and community
contributions.
Helen Dachelet ’81
(Winona, Minn.) died
Sept. 19, 2016. After
graduating from Freedom
High School, Helen went
on to receive a Bachelor
of Arts, Bachelor of
Science, and master’s
degree in social work, all from Winona
State University. In 1999, she received her
Doctorate in Psychology from the
University of St. Thomas. Her career
evolved from being a guardian for the
courts, to presentence investigations, to
probation officer. She was an associate
professor at Winona State University, and
later, a criminal justice professor. Prior to
retirement she was also a licensed
psychologist. Helen lived her life
supporting nontraditional learners, and to
provide financial support to the
nontraditional learners, she founded the
Anna and John Bowers Scholarship,
named after her parents. She was also an
advocate for the Southern Poverty Law
Center in Alabama.
Frederick “Fred” Olson
(Winona, Minn.) died
March 4, 2017. Fred
attended St. Cloud State
University, North Dakota
State University, Arizona
State University, Rutgers,
University of Iowa, and
University of Northern Colorado. From
1965 to 1993, he was a professor of
mathematics and statistics at Winona State
University.
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In Memoriam
Kathy (Larson) Orth
(Rochester, Minn.) died
Aug. 31, 2016. Kathy
graduated from Austin
High School, attended
Austin Community
College, graduated from
the College of St. Teresa
in Winona, Minn., and completed her
education by earning a master’s degree in
nursing at the University of Minnesota.
Her nursing career began at St. Mary’s
Hospital in Rochester, followed by
teaching nursing first at the College of St.
Teresa, and then at the Winona State
University-Rochester campus for 30 years
until retiring in 2013. At the end of her
career, Kathy was a volunteer and founding
board member for the not-for-profit
Rochester Students’ Health Services, with
two school-based free clinics at the
Alternative Learning Center and
Hawthorne Education Center. Kathy and
Jeff Orth were married nearly 43 years and
had seven children. Kathy’s cancer journey
took her to the Mayo Clinic and both Saint
Mary’s and Methodist hospitals, often
leading to her meeting nurses who had
been some of her many students at
Winona State University.

Ronald Ramin
(Minnesota City, Minn.)
died Oct. 14. Ron was
retired from Winona State
University.

Martha Van Fossen
(Winona, Minn.) died
March 21, 2016. She
married Glenn Van
Fossen, who preceded
her in death in 2001, in
October 1943. Martha
was a retiree of the
Student Placement Office at Winona State
University.
Karrol Wenzel (Winona,
Minn.) died March 19,
2017. She grew up in
Winona, where she met
and married Ronald
Wenzel in April 1965, with
whom she had two
wonderful boys, Chad
and Jason. Karrol worked at Lake Center
and then Winona State for 30 years in the
computer department. After Karrol retired,
she spent a lot of time volunteering at the
Winona Area Humane Society.

Students
Ryan Kelly ’18 (Maple
Grove, Minn.) died
August 4, 2016. Ryan
graduated from Maple
Grove Senior High and
enrolled at WSU in fall
2014. He was studying
accounting and worked
on campus as a resident assistant in the
Quad.
Chukwudi Benjamin
“Ben” Onyeaghala ’19
(White Bear Lake, Minn.)
died October 18, 2016.
Ben enrolled at WSU in
fall 2015 and was studying
exercise and rehabilitative
sciences: movement
science.
Brandon Rigby ’19
(McHenry, Ill.) died
October 27, 2016.
Brandon graduated from
McHenry High School
and enrolled at WSU in
fall 2015. He was in his
second year, studying
biology: environmental science.

This summer WSU dedicated a memorial garden in
honor of student Brooke Baures ’14, who passed
away in 2014. Brooke was a social work major and
member of the WSU Gymnastics team.
— Photo by Brian Waldbillig ’18
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Each year at Homecoming, Winona State University and the Alumni Society
recognize individuals for their outstanding commitment to
the University, its mission, and to improving our world.

-Distinguished Alumni-

Rich Mancuso ‘67, ‘71, ‘74

Mancuso graduated from WSU with a BA in
sociology and psychology, a BS in Secondary
Teaching Certificate, and an MS in Education.
While attending WSU, he was involved with Sigma
Tau Gamma, Young Republicans, Inter-Greek
Council, Newman Club and intramural sports.
Mancuso has been recognized for excellence
throughout his teaching career. He was named
Teacher of the Year four times, received the JP
Wilson Award for Academic Excellence at D’Evelyn
Jr/Sr High and was selected among Who’s Who
for America’s Teachers and Educators. Mancuso

continues to be engaged in community service,
working with the Rotary Club and serving on the
Board of Directors for Crutches 4 Africa, a nonprofit organization that distributes crutches and
mobility devices to victims of polio and war. He has
worked on numerous political campaigns, and in
2006 was a candidate for U.S. Congress in the 2nd
District of Colorado. After retiring from teaching
in 2013, Mancuso focused on writing, completing
his first screenplay and releasing his first book,
“The Good Don.” Mancuso resides with his wife,
Debbie, in Evergreen, Colo., where they are avid
community and church volunteers.

Rich Mancuso

-Distinguished Young Alumni-

Michelle (Fuhrman) Smith ‘01

Smith graduated from WSU with a BS in
accounting. During her time at WSU, she was
involved with many campus organizations,
including Circle K, Inter Residence Hall Council,
National Residence Hall Honorary, Accounting
Association, Alpha Lambda Delta, Prentiss-Lucas
Hall Council, Forensics, Homecoming Court,
Catholic Newman Center and the Golden Key
International Honor Society. Smith has continued
her commitment to community engagement since
graduation, and received a Volunteer of Excellence
Merit in 2013. She is currently a Girl Scout Leader
for two troops, Secretary of the Chequamegon

Area, and a reader and greeter at St. Anthony of
Padua Church. She also serves as the Secretary for
the Price Ice Figure Skating Club, Board Member
of the Woods and Waters Fine Arts Council, T-ball
Coordinator and Coach, and Softball Assistant
Coach for the Park Falls Area Youth Baseball and
Softball organization. Smith currently serves as
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer for the City of Park Falls.
She and her husband John have two children,
Alison and Mallory, and two fur babies, Lady
and Cooper. The couple lives in Park Falls, Wis.,
and enjoys spending time with their family and
watching their children’s events in their spare time.

Michelle (Fuhrman)
Smith

If you are interested in nominating a deserving individual, please go to the following website
for more information: winona.edu/alumni/awards.asp
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-Distinguished Young AlumniRachel T. Schromen ‘10

Rachel T. Schromen

Schromen graduated with a BA in law & society and
received her Juris Doctorate from William Mitchell
College of Law. At WSU, she was actively engaged in
Student Senate, WILL (Women’s Initiative in Leadership
and Learning), Legal Society, GLBTA Partnership, PAVE
(Promoting Awareness and Victim Empowerment)
and FORGE (Fighting for Our Rights and Gender
Equality). Schromen is owner and managing attorney of
Schromen Law, LLC, which focuses on estate planning
and elder law. She is co-founder and executive director
of Domestic Abuse Legal Advocacy Center, PSC,
which provides pro bono legal services to women and
children staying in shelters in Ramsey, Hennepin and

Hubbard counties. In 2016, Schromen was named “Solo
Practitioner of the Month” by Attorney at Law magazine
and earned the designation of “North Star Lawyer.”
She was also voted “Favorite Woman Estate Planning
Attorney, honorable mention” by readers of Women’s
Press magazine in May 2017. Schromen volunteers
with Wills for Heroes and Cancer Legal Line, providing
free estate planning to veterans, first responders and
terminal cancer patients. She is also an ambassador for
Guild, Inc., an organization that provides integrated
treatment and services to individuals with mental
illness. Schromen resides in Ramsey Hill, in St. Paul,
Minn., with her husband, Curt Hennemann, and their
dog, Mabel.

-Distinguished Faculty/Staff-

Pauline (Connell) Christensen ‘70

Pauline (Connell)
Christensen

Christensen received her BS in home economics
education from Iowa State University before coming
to WSU to earn her MS in educational psychology and
counseling. She later received a doctorate in adult and
higher education administration from the University
of Minnesota. Since 1973, Christensen has served in
many roles at WSU. She was a pioneer in establishing
non-traditional and off-campus programming,
including partnerships with industry, adult education
programming and College for Kids. She provided
leadership for graduate, continuing education and
summer school programs, and helped develop the
Road Scholar program. Her professional awards include:
MN Outstanding Adult Educator of the Year (1998);

Outstanding Leader in Education Award (1991); and the
MN Association of Continuing and Adult Education/
Missouri Valley Adult Education Association Award. She
established WSU’s Connell/Christensen Sociology and
Psychology Scholarship, which has provided financial
assistance to WSU students since 1976. Christensen is
an active volunteer in the Winona community and has
served on the WSU Retiree Center Advisory Board,
Grandparents University, Learning Club Leadership
and Curriculum Committee. She also served as
vice president, president, past president and most
recently as treasurer for the Philanthropic Educational
Opportunities for Women, and is a docent at the
Minnesota Marine Art Museum and a volunteer with the
Winona County History Center.

-Distinguished Service-

Walton “Wally”
Madland, ‘67, ‘72, ‘76

Walton “Wally”
Madland
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Madland graduated from WSU with a BS in teaching
in 1967. While in school, he played linebacker on the
WSU football team and served as a graduate assistant
coach for WSU’s wrestling and football teams. Madland
received his master’s in education administration in
1972, then worked for 14 years as an elementary and
middle school principal. He obtained his specialist
degree in education administration and also served
as an adjunct professor in the University of Wisconsin
system. He later transitioned to a role as a sales
executive with a national commercial roofing contractor,
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living in Harrisburg, Pa., for 17 years. Madland has
served on the Alumni Society Board for eight years,
and held the role of president for four years. He is a
Cornerstone Society member, and started the Joan
Kangel Madland Cheerleading Scholarship to honor his
late wife (also a WSU alumna and a teacher for 34 years).
Madland also headed a $100,000 endowed scholarship
fund drive to pay tribute to Coach Robert (Bob) Keister,
longtime football and track coach at WSU, and works
closely with the committee that coordinates the annual
football dinners. He resides in Winona in the summer
and heads south to The Villages in Florida each winter
to ensure that his golf game stays respectable.

-Hall of Fame-

The WSU Athletic Hall of Fame recognizes those who have shown distinctive
and exceptional ability as an athlete and in their lives on campus and post-graduation.

Ben Barrone ‘10

Barrone played Warriors baseball and is
the all-time leader in home runs with 43,
including 27 as a senior and 16 as a junior.
In 2007, he was ABCA Player of the Year and
named ABCA/Rawlings D2 First Team AllAmerican. Barrone led the NCAA in home
runs in 2007, and the Warriors won the NSIC Conference
Tournament and competed in the NCAA Tournament.
Barrone graduated with a degree in recreation, tourism and
therapeutic recreation and lives in Rochester, Minn.

Emily (King) Callender ‘08

Callender was the 2007 NCAA National
Champion in weight throw. In 2006, she
was NCAA National Runner-Up in weight
throw. In her career, she was a four-time AllAmerican (two hammer, two weight throw).
She is a former NSIC Conference Record
Holder in weight throw, and a former WSU School Record
Holder in hammer and weight throw. Callender is a twotime NSIC Champion in the weight throw, and was a NSIC
Champion in the hammer throw. She competed in the NCAA
Indoor and Outdoor Championships in ‘06 and ‘07. The
Warriors were 10th at nationals in 2007, won the NSIC Indoor
Championships in ‘05 and ’06, and won the NSIC Outdoor
Championship in ‘05. Callender earned a degree in exercise
and rehabilitative sciences-cardiopulmonary rehabilitation
and serves as a senior exercise physiologist in the cardiac
rehab department at Aurora St. Luke’s Hospital. She and
her husband, John, live in Kenosha, Wis., have two children,
Graham and Quinn.

Christine (Beatty)
Charlson ‘07

Charlson was a two-time All-Region and AllNSIC First Team performer on the Warriors
soccer team. She served as team captain in
‘05 and ’06 when the Warriors were NSIC
Champions, and was named Daktronics
All-American First Team in 2005, NSCAA/Adidas All-America
Second Team in 2005, and NSCAA/Adidas All-America
First Team in 2006. In 2006, she was an ESPN the Magazine
Academic All-American First Team honoree. She holds the
record for most post-season honors in a single season for a
WSU soccer player. Charlson received a degree in marketing
and works as a marketing coordinator at State Farm
Insurance. She lives in Minnestrista, Minn., with her husband,
Colin, and children, Chase and Carver.

Jon Kosidowski ‘67

Kosidowski, a speech/theatre arts graduate, was a
four-year letter winner in baseball. He was a First Team
NAIA All-American in 1963 and named to the NAIA
Tournament Team in ‘62 and ‘63. In the 1963 NAIA
Tournament, he threw 14 shutout innings. As a senior, he
finished with a 9-1 record and a 1.25 ERA. In his career,
he amassed an 18-8 record. Kosidowski was named NIC All-Conference in
‘60, ‘62, and ‘63. He was named All-NAIA District 13. The Warriors made
the NAIA National Tournament in ‘61, ‘62, and ‘63. Kosidowski served on
the WSU Foundation Scholarship Committee and volunteers with Winona
Health and Knights of Columbus. Kosidowski lives in Winona with his
wife, Carolyn. The couple has nine kids, 22 grandchildren and four great
grandchildren.

Jim Krupke ‘84

Krupkewas a NAIA All-American, NIC All-Conference,
team captain and led the Warriors football team to
a conference title in 1983. Krupke graduated with a
degree in physical education. He has served as the head
wrestling coach and assistant football coach at Downers
Grove South High School in Illinois.

Nicole (Reisner) Myszka ‘02

Myszka was the 2001-02 NSIC Defensive Player of the
Year for the Warriors women’s basketball team. She was
a three-time all-conference selection. Her 267 steals
in her career are most all-time. She holds the single
season steals record with 123 in 2001-02. Myszka is
the third leading scorer with 1,393 points in her career.
She finished her career with 313 assists, sixth in school history. Myszka
graduated with a degree in criminal justice and is a probation/parole
agent for the department of corrections in Wisconsin. She and her
husband, Wesley, have two children, Maycie and Kamrie.

David Zellmann ‘07

Zellmann, an accounting graduate, was captain of
the first championship Warriors men’s basketball team
in 2006. During the 2005-06 season, he was named a
Daktronics Third Team All-American, Division II Bulletin
All-American Third Team, and Basketball Times AllAmerican. In that same season, he was NABC All-Region
First Team, Daktronics All-Region First Team and NCAA Central Region
MVP. Zellmann was named to the NCAA Elite Eight All-Tournament
Team during the Warriors’ run to the National Championship. His career
NSIC honors include four NSIC All-Conference honors, being named the
NSIC Newcomer of the Year, NSIC Tournament MVP in ‘06, and NSIC
All-Tournament in ‘05 and ‘06. Zellmann ranks second all-time in scoring
(2,059 points) and third in three-point field goals made.
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EVENTS

HOMECOMING ’17
OCTOBER 20–21

Thursday, October 19th, 2017
TIME

EVENT

8am–4pm

Alumni College:
Professor for a Day
		

#wsuhoco17

TIME

Follow the hashtag or follow
@WinonaStateU to see retweeted
highlights, video clips and photos from
the #wsuhoco17 stream.
And don’t forget to join the conversation!
twitter.com/WinonaStateU
instagram.com/WinonaStateU
WinonaStateU on Snapchat.
WinonaStateU on Facebook
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EVENT

8am–4pm

LOCATION

Alumni College:
Professor for a Day
		

Pre-arranged by
Alumni Relations
office

Noon–1pm

Pep Fest

Courtyard

1–3pm

Enduring Flame
Luncheon Celebrating
the Class of 1967
Members of Class of ’67
and one guest
are complimentary.
$15 for all other guests.
RSVP REQUIRED
BY OCTOBER 5th

Purple Rooms
Kryzsko Commons

4–5pm

River Cruise
$5 per person
RSVP REQUIRED TO
ALUMNI OFFICE
AS SPACE IS LIMITED

Cal Fremling
Floating Classroom
Levee Park

5–7pm

Hall of Fame Banquet
RSVP REQUIRED
BY OCTOBER 5th

Integrated Wellness 		
Center

Can’t make it home this October? You can
still join us for WSU’s Virtual Homecoming
and follow the celebration live via Twitter,
Instagram, Snapchat, and Facebook.
All returning alumni are encouraged to
post pics and tweets of the sights and
experiences of Homecoming using the
hashtag #wsuhoco17.

Pre-arranged by
Alumni Relations
office

Friday, October 20th, 2017

VIRTUAL

HOMECOMING ’17

LOCATION

10TH ANNUAL

REGISTER ONLINE:

WARRIOR
WADDLE

winona.edu/alumni/registration.asp

RACE DAY REGISTRATION:
7 a.m. at Lake Lodge (foot of Main
Street and Lake Boulevard)

5K (3.1 miles) Run,
Walk, or Waddle

SATURDAY

OCTOBER 21, 2017
START TIME

• The $20 registration fee includes a
long-sleeved, 100% Ring Spun Soft
Cotton t-shirt and refreshments.

• A 1/4 zip pullover jacket is also
available for purchase for the 10th
annual Warrior Waddle. Any questions
call Tom Slaggie at 507-454-4149 or
WSU Athletics at 507-457-5210.
• Chip timing provided by Anderson
Race Management at start and finish.

BE THERE!!!

Proceeds support WSU Women’s Track & Field and Cross Country scholarships

8am

Saturday, October 21st, 2017
TIME

EVENT

LOCATION

8am

10th Annual
Warrior Waddle 5K
PRE-REGISTRATION
RECOMMENDED

East Lake Winona

8:30–9:30am

Alumni Breakfast

Alumni House

10am

Parade
Huff Street route
		

Alumni seating near
Central Lutheran Church
parking lot

Noon–1pm

River Cruise
$5 per person
RSVP REQUIRED TO ALUMNI OFFICE
AS SPACE IS LIMITED

Cal Fremling
Floating Classroom
Levee Park

Noon–1pm

Zero Year Reunion (Classes 2013-2017)
Complimentary lunch and door prizes
RSVP REQUESTED

Alumni Tent in
IWC Parking Lot

1pm

Tailgate Tent opens
$5 lunch

IWC parking lot
near Johnson and 11th Street

2pm

Kickoff
WSU Warriors vs. Wayne State College
Advance tickets available online
at www.winonastatewarriors.com

Altra Federal Credit
Union Stadium

5pm

Distinguished Awards
President’s Reception
BY INVITATION ONLY

Tau Center second floor
WSU West Campus

6pm
Distinguished Awards Social
		

Tau Rotunda
WSU West Campus

6:30pm

Tau Rotunda
WSU West Campus

Distinguished Awards Dinner and Program
$30 per person, cash bar.
RSVP REQUIRED BY OCTOBER 5th

FOR INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER, PLEASE USE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
ONLINE REGISTRATION: winona.edu/alumni

TOLL FREE: 1.800.342.5978 ext. 5027

EMAIL: alumni@winona.edu
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Check out our new Winona State
Alumni & Friends blog!
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